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Living Life to the Full

“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full”
John 10:10

Living Life to the Full is inspired by the Gospel of John where Jesus invites all to an encounter with
Him so ‘that they may have life and have it to the full’. This curriculum invites students, families and
school communities in communion with parishes and the broader Diocese, to experience human
flourishing as a deeply Christian way of being.

Living Life to the Full encourages all, especially our young people, to engage with the Catholic
Tradition and community in order to grow in our understanding of the Gospel and its place in the
world today. In this curriculum all are invited to be open to listening, wondering, praying and
learning so that all community members can make a difference in the lives of others.

It is a call to develop intentional faith communities where students, families and teachers are
invited into a journey of formation of the whole person. Facilitated through experiential learning
through inquiry which integrates the head, heart and hands, this journey is centred on Christ who
reveals both the face of God and the fullness of humanity. It is a message of love because ‘God is
love’ (1 John. 4:8).

Living Life to the Full is an expression of the aspiration of the community to a faith-filled life.
The name emerged from an authentically collaborative process of discernment involving students,
parents, teachers, Clergy, Chancery staff, school and system leaders culminating in the selection
of Living Life to the Full by Bishop Vincent.

An invitation to walk with humility in the way of Jesus The Christ, Living Life to the Full to discover
a meaningful, hope-filled and flourishing life through an encounter with the teaching of the Christian
Gospel and the traditions of the Catholic Church.
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In Gratitude

In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands in which our
Diocese sits, the land of the Darug and Gundungurra people. We pay our respect to their elders
past, present and future for they hold the traditions, memories and wisdom of mother earth on
which we place our feet today. We also acknowledge the voice and contribution of First Nations
communities across the Diocese to the development of Living Life to the Full.

At this period in our story, we acknowledge the pioneers who have enabled two hundred years of
Catholic Education within Australia. We continue to build on the rich tradition of generations of
students, families, teachers (both lay and religious), clergy and bishops who together have created
the foundations for Catholic education. Most recently we recognise Sharing our Story as the
Religious Education Curriculum that has enabled the teachers of the Diocese to serve the students
and families since the 1990s.

We thank the thousands of students who have been actively involved in developing this new
curriculum. We recognise their questions and wonderings shared in the development process that
formed the basis of Living Life to the Full.

We acknowledge the generous participation of the Parent Advisory Group which included parents
nominated by the Diocesan Parent Council, that contributed to the development of the curriculum
foundations. Parents from across all school communities have provided essential feedback and
support.

We recognise the significant contribution of clergy through the Clergy Advisory Group which
comprised of clergy nominated to represent each Deanery. Their collaboration helped direct the
development of the curriculum. Clergy from across all parish communities have been invited to
provide essential feedback and insights.

We acknowledge the support and assistance given to the development of curriculum by the
Diocesan Schools Council, Mission Sub-Committee and Curriculum Implementation Committee.
We appreciate the support of Principals and school leaders for the priority they continue to give to
the development, refinement and implementation of this curriculum.

We value the contributions of our network of developers composed of Religious Education
Coordinators (RECs) and teachers from across the Diocese who played a key role in responding to
the student wonderings in order to establish the foundational documents for the curriculum. We
honour the leadership of RECs from all schools who led the implementation and refinement of the
curriculum. We commend the hundreds of teachers from across the Diocese who participated in
professional learning, formation, trialling and feedback loops in order to bring the curriculum to life
within their communities. We recognise the role of the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta
(CEDP) Mission Team in their work of leading, collaborating and developing the many phases
involved in the curriculum development.
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We recognise the leadership of the Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv STL DD,
inspiring the direction of this curriculum and challenging us to respond to the ‘signs of the times’
(Gaudium et Spes 1965). We acknowledge the leadership of the Diocesan Chancery and Clergy
from across the Diocese. In particular, the Very Reverend Christopher De Souza VG EV PP,
Episcopal Vicar for Formation and Education, the Very Reverend Wim Hoekstra EV PP Episcopal
Vicar for Clergy and Nihil Obstat and the representatives of each Deanery which formed the Clergy
Advisory Group. We also recognise and thank the Most Rev Antoine-Charbel Tarabay DD STD MA
for his contribution, and support in the refinement of the curriculum.

The leadership of CEDP Executive Director of schools, Gregory Whitby KSG AM FACE FACEL, in
partnership with the CEDP Executive Leadership Team and the CEDP Learning Leadership Team
has played a key role in encouraging and enabling Living Life to the Full to embrace CEDP’s
commitment to contemporary learning.

We acknowledge the contributions of a variety of expert consultants from the areas of Scripture,
Theology, Religious Education and Contemporary Learning in the refinement of Living Life to the
Full.
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Foreword - Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv STL DD

Dear Friends,

In the year we are celebrating 200 years of Catholic education in Australia, I am pleased to
introduce to you Living Life to the Full for our learning communities across the Diocese.

We are proud that besides being the food bowl of colonial Australia, Western Sydney was also the
cradle of this Good News story. The early Catholic educators took a prophetic stance in not simply
providing quality education to those in need but fundamentally meeting the great cultural
challenges of their times. They were pioneers and trailblazers in leading their people to greater
emancipation and human flourishing. They were audacious in acting out of their love of God and
God’s ‘anawim’, that is, the blessed poor and needy. They were catalysts for freedom, enabling
those on the margins to experience life to the full. We stand on their shoulders and continue their
spirit of missionary and innovative leadership.

Living Life to the Full speaks of ‘the hope that is within,’ with a focus on educating the head, heart
and hands in engaging with the radical teaching of Jesus Christ. With Pope Francis and the whole
diocesan community, we strive to ensure that every young person experiences a joyful, blessed,
transformational and transcendent education. This curriculum provides an inspiration for
conversation and learning among students of diverse cultural and faith backgrounds, to help them
grow in faith and liberate them to live their lives to the full in service of others, as Jesus said, ‘I
have come that you may have life and have it to the full’ (John 10:10).

Grounded in the living Tradition of the Church and inspired by the teachings of the Second Vatican
Council, the curriculum evokes ‘a universal call to holiness’ and a way of living the Beatitudes. We
step forth into our own historical and cultural context with courage and commitment, not merely
repeating what was done in the past. Rather, we are called to incarnate the spirit of Jesus, faithful
to the past heritage but also attentive to the signs of the times and courageous to the new future
that God is calling us to (Isaiah 43:19).

It is not by repeating the practices and customs of yesterday but by reimagining our faith story with
fresh insights distilled from lived experience that we make it relevant and alive to the students of
today. The words of the prophet Ezekiel in the vision of the valley of dead bones describe what we
Catholic educators aim to do. ‘I will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you
with skin and put breath in you that you may come alive’ (Ezekiel 37:6). That is our evangelising
mission. We do not simply mimic what the previous generations have done. We put fresh sinews,
fresh flesh, fresh skin on the Gospel that it may come alive again for the students in our time.

We may yearn for the certainty and security of the past but the call of authentic discipleship is the
call to walk into deeper waters. Mary MacKillop ventured into the colonial backwater of Penola and
responded to the injustices and sufferings of the people. We are called to do the same, to set the
Spirit free, to rouse the comfortable, to radically embody the Gospel of justice, love and mercy.
Responding to the ‘signs of the times’, we recognise through Jesus that we are called in a
particular way to serve the poor and the marginalised.
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This curriculum, Living Life to the Full is being launched in the midst of the Plenary Council of the
Australian Church during which all have been asked to respond to the question ‘what do you think
God is asking of us in Australia at this time?’ Living Life to the Full is the lived response and
commitment of Catholic education to this question.

I pray that Living Life to the Full awakens in young people the desire to make meaning for
themselves and become co-creators of their own destinies in the world. By opening themselves to
the Spirit, may they grow in their sense of human dignity and worth, their appreciation of life, their
capacity to question, their ability to give and receive love, their knowledge of how to live wisely,
thus fulfilling their Christian vocation to be the light of the world. May the graced insights contained
in Living Life to the Full, awaken us all to human flourishing and spiritual transformation until we
reach full maturity in Christ (Ephesians 4:13) .

Yours fraternally in Christ,

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv STL DD
Bishop of Parramatta
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Endorsement - Gregory Whitby KSG AM FACE FACEL

Living the Mission: responding to the signs of the times
Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta is committed to a transformation model of education that
puts the personal learning growth of young people at the centre. For Catholics, transformation
requires transcendence or going beyond what we know and into the deep. Pope Francis reminds
us that, ‘education with horizons open to transcendence helps young people to dream and build a
more beautiful world’ (twitter @pontifex 18/12/19).

In the Diocese of Parramatta, Bishop Vincent has called on Catholic schools to be the living face of
Christ to our students and their families. In his words, ‘Ours are not schools that provide education
for Catholics only but Catholic education for all’ (CEDP System Leaders Day, 2018). We hear the
call of Vatican II, we have read the signs of the times and responded with this curriculum, a bold
new approach to Religious Education.

Catholic education in Parramatta is called to go to the margins and respond to the big questions in
life, in a way that reaches everyone. Pope Francis also asks that we avoid ‘the questions people
are no longer asking’.

This curriculum appeals to the head, heart and hands and will see students flourish. In fact, we are
upfront about a desire to develop graduates who will build a more compassionate and caring
society through being attentive, intelligent, reasonable and responsible. Bishop Vincent reminds us
that, ‘Catholic schools find their authenticity in the Gospel priorities of respect for human dignity
and the common good’ (CEDP System Leaders Day, 2018). His vision of Church is human,
participatory, inclusive and caring.

Living Life to the Full reflects that learning should be owned by the learners. That’s why we have
been developing a program of inquiry shaped by the questions young people shared with us about
their life, identity and belonging. We’ll meet students and their families where they are, give them a
voice and empower them to explore faith through participation and dialogue.

With Pope Francis and Bishop Vincent, the curriculum proclaims the living voice of the Gospel to
ensure that every young person experiences a joyful, blessed, transformational and transcendent
education. Catholic education is understood as a gateway to human flourishing, one that liberates
each person to live their life to the full, as Jesus said, ‘I have come that you may have life and have
it to the full’ (John 10:10).

I wholeheartedly endorse this new curriculum, as a dynamic Catholic contemporary approach to
learning and teaching.

Gregory B Whitby KSG AM FACE FACEL
Executive Director

Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta
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Our Context

The overlapping presence of different cultures is a great resource, as long as the encounter
between those different cultures is seen as a source of mutual enrichment…education
contains a central challenge for the future to allow various cultural expressions to co-exist
and to promote dialogue so as to foster a peaceful society…schools have a great
responsibility in this field, called as they are to develop intercultural dialogue in their
pedagogical vision. (Educating for Intercultural Dialogue in Catholic Schools, 2013)

The Diocese of Parramatta sits on Darug and Gundungurra land. Over 43,000 students are
educated across 80 schools covering pre to post-school learning drawing on 200 years of history
and experience of Catholic Education in Western Sydney.

History acknowledges that the first official Catholic school in Australia was established in
Parramatta in 1820 by Fr John Therry, under the direction of a lay person, George Marley. In 1875
the school was entrusted to the Marist Brothers at a time following the Education Acts in the
colonies when Religious Orders were brought to Australia to ensure the continuance of Catholic
education.

Each school has its own unique history. These reflect rich stories of collaboration and tradition with
religious orders and parishes. This strong history continues to be written with the addition of new
and emerging schools in some of the most rapidly growing areas of Western Sydney.

The Diocese of Parramatta is characterised by its religious, cultural and socio-economic diversity.
This religious diversity includes a strong presence of Eastern Catholic rites. The Diocese is also in
dialogue with other Christian denominations, religious belief systems and non-religious worldviews.

The Diocese is also set within an increasingly complex international and Australian context which
Pope Francis names as a ‘change of era’. Australian society is in the midst of profound disruptive
social, economic and cultural change which impacts religious traditions and educational provision.

Living Life to the Full embraces this diversity and brings the Catholic faith into dialogue within this
ever-changing context as the third century of Catholic education is encountered in a very different
world to its beginnings.
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A Journey of Hope

Inspired by the call of Pope Francis to focus on the questions of today, CEDP embarked on a
unique process of listening to the wonderings of students from across the diocese (Early Stage
One to Stage Six) about God, belief, life and being Catholic.

This innovative approach was preceded by the 2014 Review of Religious Education conducted by
the University of Notre Dame Australia. Its key recommendation was to create a new curriculum
that took up the challenges of a new era. This would replace the existing Sharing Our Story which
has served the Parramatta Diocese well since 1991. A mandate was given to create a new
curriculum that would go out to the margins and embrace the CEDP commitment to contemporary
pedagogy that would invite powerful experiences of encounter, dialogue and transformation.

In 2018, a co-creation phase began led by school-based Religious Education teachers in
partnership with the CEDP Mission Team. This team of developers listened to the thousands of
questions of young people captured in dynamic conversations and activities. The discernment of
emerging key themes continued across 2019 and included engagement with CEDP Learning
Leadership and Clergy and Parent Advisory Groups. This grassroots process was highly
commended and validated in the Academic Consultancy Report conducted by the Australian
Catholic University, La Salle Academy (2019).

In 2020-2021, a refinement and implementation process engaged teachers and leaders from all
schools across the diocese. Feedback from students, parents, teachers, clergy and other
stakeholders informed ongoing revision and refinement of the Living Life to the Full.
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Rationale

Education within the Diocese of Parramatta is a ministry of the Catholic Church, walking
with humility in the way of Jesus Christ, serving all of God’s people.

The aspiration of Living Life to the Full is to invite each student to discover a meaningful,
hope-filled and flourishing life through an encounter with the teaching of the Christian Gospel and
the traditions of the Catholic Church.

Responding to the signs of the times and inspired by the living Gospel, the Curriculum engages in
dialogue and encounter which informs and develops an understanding of the inclusive mission of
Jesus Christ.

The ‘love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us’
(Romans 5:5). This love was at the heart of the life of Jesus. Drawing upon the intellectual tradition
of the Catholic Church and the witness of parents and teachers this curriculum seeks to
communicate the love of God through prayer, reason and action within a dynamic of relationship
and dialogue. Students are encouraged to become agents of their own experiential learning
through inquiry and to grow in Christian maturity.

The Curriculum aspires to educate through the head, heart and hands in building intentional faith
communities that promote, teach and exemplify an authentic way of being through inclusion and
being ‘places of evangelization, of complete formation, of inculturation, of apprenticeship in a lively
dialogue between young people of different religions and social backgrounds’ (Catholic Schools on
the Threshold of the Third Millennium, 1997 n. 10).

Following the Way of Jesus who was totally attuned to the heart of God the Father and completely
consumed by a passion for the world, Living Life to the Full seeks to awaken in young people the
desire for personal and social transformation through intentional discipleship. It seeks to nurture a
strong sense of inclusion, positive regard and belonging. Understanding that ‘the word of God is
alive and active’ (Hebrews 4:12), a dynamic and diverse life of faith is fostered:

● A faith seeking understanding.
● A faith exemplified by Mary, the Mother of God, that understands each person is made in

the image and likeness of God who is love (1 John 4:8).
● A faith that transforms into Christian service towards all, particularly the marginalised and

the most vulnerable.

The Curriculum reflects Jesus’ invitation to ‘Come and see’ (John 1:39) and to “Put out into the
deep” (Luke 5: 4). Seeking to follow His example and inspired by an Incarnational Spirituality, the
Curriculum invites students to discern God in all things ‘since it is in God that we live, and move,
and exist’ (Acts 17:28).

In these ways, Living Life to the Full seeks to awaken a sacramental vision of reality, through
proclaiming the living Gospel. With Pope Francis, Bishop Vincent and the whole faith community of
the Parramatta Diocese, we strive to ensure that every young person is invited into experiences of
metanoia: a joyful, blessed, transcendent and transformational education. Catholic education is
understood as an invitation to human flourishing, one that liberates each person to ‘have life and
have it to the full’ (John 10:10).
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In Partnership with Families and Parish Communities

CEDP respects ‘the primary right of parents to educate their children’ and the understanding that
‘the family is a community of love and solidarity, which is uniquely suited to teach and transmit
cultural, ethical, social, spiritual and religious values’ (Gravissimum Educationis, 1965 n. 11).

CEDP recognises the family as each child’s primary and most influential educator and is committed
to partnering actively with parents and caregivers, encouraging open communication, supportive
learning environments and active participation in school communities.

This curriculum reflects CEDPs commitment to supporting parents in their role. It is attentive to
engagement and dialogue with families of all religious and cultural backgrounds. Families will
continue to be invited to collaborate on the ongoing expression of this curriculum through
involvement in their local school and parish communities.

Living Life to the Full fosters an integral partnership between local school and parish communities
as part of our shared mission in building the Kingdom of God. The leadership of clergy is integral to
the faith, life and mission of each community. This partnership is expressed in many ways from
local clergy leading local liturgical celebrations, being an active presence in learning spaces
collaborating with teachers and students and their important contribution to school and Diocesan
education initiatives and events.

The curriculum includes a call to faith in action throughout every learning cycle, which enables the
building of close partnerships with a variety of church agencies and other organisations that serve
the parishes and people of the Diocese.
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Approach to Sacred Scripture

Sacred Scripture is an essential component of every Learning Cycle. Building on extensive
professional learning and formation on the Senses of Scripture, this curriculum affirms a
hermeneutical approach to the Bible that is explained in the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation Dei Verbum (1965 n. 12) and the Catechism of the Catholic Church (2003 n.109 - 119).

The approach this curriculum takes to Sacred Scripture follows the principles set out in the Second
Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei Verbum) and the Catechism of
the Catholic Church.

In Sacred Scripture, God speaks to the person in a human way. To interpret Scripture
correctly, the reader must be attentive to what the human authors truly wanted to affirm
and to what God wanted to reveal to us by their words. (CCC, 2003 n. 109)

This means that the authors of the sacred texts were inspired to interpret God’s relationship with
humanity in history, tradition and human experience using their own literary gifts and artistry.
Because they were writing for their own time and community, these authors addressed the issues
and needs of their era to impress upon their people the importance of God’s values and priorities in
their lives.

Therefore, to arrive at a sound interpretation of sacred texts the modern reader needs to have
some knowledge of the author’s historical background and of the social and religious conditions on
which the author was focusing. In addition, the careful reader takes into account the literary genre,
style and techniques adopted by the author to best express the message the author intended to
convey.

To search out the intention of the sacred writers, attention should be given, among other
things, to "literary forms." For truth is set forth and expressed differently in texts which
are variously historical, prophetic, poetic, or of other forms of discourse. The interpreter
must investigate what meaning the sacred writer intended to express and actually
expressed in particular circumstances by using contemporary literary forms in
accordance with the situation of his own time and culture. (Dei Verbum, 1965 n. 12)

This Catholic approach to Scripture takes into account the ‘Senses of Scripture’ as defined by St
Thomas Aquinas, namely, that texts can be interpreted a) literally, b) spiritually, which involves
discerning the presence of allegory, for example, or moral insights that might be presented through
literary devices like metaphor, symbolism, parable and c) in an applied sense, where the reader
applies the spiritual message of a text to their own attitudes, priorities and behaviour. Dei Verbum
makes it clear that the Catholic approach to Scripture is not fundamentalist and so does not hold
that Scripture contains the words of God as if they were copied verbatim by the authors as the
result of some divine dictation.

Therefore, since everything asserted by the inspired authors or sacred writers must be
held to be asserted by the Holy Spirit, it follows that the books of Scripture must be
acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully and without error that truth which God
wanted put into sacred writings for the sake of salvation. (Dei Verbum, 1965 n. 11)
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A careful reading of Scripture reveals that everything in the Bible is about relationships: our
relationship with God, with our fellow human beings, a healthy relationship with self, and our
relationship with our natural environment and creation in general. It serves well, then, to seek out
the relational messages in the texts encountered with a view to applying them to life. This
approach will guide the reader to ask the right question of any biblical passage we read: ‘What
does this mean for my spiritual life?’

Guided by the specialist knowledge and witness of teachers, students are encouraged to develop
an informed and contemporary understanding of Sacred Scripture and its application to their lives.

The Bible references in each Learning Cycle have been carefully selected to facilitate deep
learning and are age-appropriate. They connect to the Essential Content and Learning
Expectations. Where possible, they are drawn from the appropriate Liturgical Year so that teachers
can make connections with Sunday Readings proclaimed at Mass over the year.

Teachers can also use different Bible passages to those suggested. This decision can be based on
the Liturgical Season (eg: Easter and Christmas) as well as Parish celebrations.

Embracing Dialogue and Diversity

In response to the increasingly diverse religious and cultural context of the Diocese of Parramatta,
this curriculum invites authentic dialogue and encounter with faith and diversity, living our
commitment to serve all of God's people. It is critical to acknowledge what Pope Francis calls a
‘change of era’ and what is also described by some researchers as a time in which volatility,
uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity are being experienced.

This calls for an inclusive approach to dialogue and encounter that has been embedded in the
curriculum design. This design begins with the provision of multiple access points enabling all
students to engage meaningfully in their learning, moving them into an encounter with the rich
living tradition of the Catholic Church. This is then a catalyst for students to apply that learning to
their lives, now and in the future.

Students' experience is supported by the accompaniment of teachers as witness, specialist and
moderator. In the role of witness, teachers lead the conversations, sharing of themselves and their
experiences and as moderators, they facilitate and guide the students in their wonderings and
inquiry. These roles are critical to the engagement of students and teachers in this learning – as
moderators who are witnesses, teachers ‘know how to create spaces that provide deep encounters
with both the cultural and faith traditions’ of the students inviting them to ‘wrestle with their own
issues in their search for meaning’ (Sharkey, 2015, p.26). As specialists, teachers accompany
students in the discovery and understanding of their own religious identity.

It is acknowledged that this pedagogical intent is challenging, however it is the most effective path
to authentic engagement in recontextualising and bringing into dialogue the reality of the lives of
the students with the potential of the richness of the Catholic tradition to enable fullness of life
within an increasingly pluralist society.
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Pedagogical Framework

Using deep and rigorous learning, this curriculum aspires to the education and formation of the
whole person through the head, heart and hands. This involves an interplay between academically
rigorous inquiry and experiential encounters.

CEDP is committed to the contemporary pedagogy of Experiential Learning through Inquiry, which
places student voice and agency as foundational. Through the design of learning experiences that
activate curiosity and engage in dialogue with the teachings of the Catholic faith tradition, learners
are challenged to construct meaning and transfer understandings to new contexts. Over the course
of the curriculum learners are invited to reflect on and apply these learnings to their lives now and
in the future.

This learning is encountered through engaging the head, heart and hands of learners and teachers
in the living Catholic tradition, enabling human flourishing through being attentive, intelligent,
reasonable and responsible (Lonergan, 1972).

Curriculum Objectives

CEDP recognises Curriculum Objectives can be grouped into three major domains: Head, Heart
and Hands.  A Curriculum Objective describes what the teacher will cover in the learning.

Recognising that lifelong learning is associated with feelings above knowledge, Living Life to the
Full strives to build knowledge, make meaning, and pursue contextual relevance through
application to a contemporary lived life of faith. To that end, CEDP has endorsed the following
Curriculum Objectives:

● In the light of Sacred Scripture, Tradition and Contemporary Human Experience as sources
for theologising, by the end of the course, students will be able to demonstrate a critical
understanding of contemporary Catholicism (Head).

● Movement of the heart (metanoia) is an acknowledged prerequisite for a dynamic lived life
of faith. By the end of the course students will have the capacity to discern the causes,
consequences and hope-filled possibilities with regard to social, political and economic
action from the Christian worldview. Students will have the ability to critique contemporary
reality in order to develop intrinsic values, life-choices, identity and an appreciation of
human dignity, while moving towards an awakened 'insight' into an authentic appreciation of
true-self - the prerequisite for Human Flourishing (Heart).

● Motivated by a movement of the heart, responding intelligently to the world around them, by
the end of the course students will have been invited to develop a value system to act upon
an informed conscience with an ability to articulate the relationship between belief,
attentiveness and behaviour, culminating in a propensity towards contemplation on action
and action on contemplation (Hands).
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Head, Heart, Hands (3H) Paradigm: One Consciousness

The 3H Paradigm: One Consciousness, refers to the aspiration to educate the whole person. This
approach to education involves academic rigor and critical inquiry (head); socio-emotional,
affectivity, mystical and transcendent formation (heart); and praxis/action formation in the daily way
of living the Beatitudes (hands). All three dimensions of formative education encompass the
fullness of one person in daily life - one consciousness.

Through Living Life to the Full, students and teachers will have a variety of invitational
opportunities to experience the 3H Paradigm: One Consciousness. These include:

● experiencing academic rigor in the classroom, through critical inquiry
● opportunities to experience prayer, liturgy, Church and sacramentality
● numerous internal and external works of service for Mission

Formation Dispositions

The Formation Dispositions are taken from Bernard Lonergan’s Four Transcendental Precepts
(Lonergan, 1972). Over the course of the curriculum learners are invited into personal flourishing
and growth through the Formation Dispositions. These are to:

● Be Attentive
● Be Intelligent
● Be Reasonable
● Be Responsible

Each of the dispositions are realised in and through the head, heart and hands. All teaching and
learning experience are designed to support learners in their realisation of the Formation
Dispositions. Learners are encouraged and supported to reflect on their growth in the dispositions
and articulate personal next steps for their flourishing.
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Moderating Engagement and Learning - Assessment

Learning Expectations identify the key domains of head, heart and hands within every Learning
Cycle. They explain the components of the Learning Cycle that are to be demonstrated by the
student and assist teachers in the development of assessments.

Assessment is the broad name for the collection and evaluation of evidence of a student's learning.
Assessment for, assessment as and assessment of learning are approaches that enable teachers
to gather evidence and make judgements about student achievement (National Education
Standards Authority). Teachers of the curriculum utilise a variety of formative and summative
assessment pathways to gather evidence and give feedback on student learning. Learners foster
clarity and develop metacognitive skills through engagement with well-constructed and rigorous
success criteria, mapping learning across the three layers of complexity (building knowledge,
making meaning and applying understanding). Feedback is an important component of learning
and assessment and is utilised in a variety of forms be it teacher, peer or and self-feedback. 

Assessment tasks are designed with the learner in mind. Tasks are clear, connected to the learning
expectations, well-structured and cognizant of diversity and differentiation. Teachers utilise student
voice and agency as a means of responding to the needs of the learner and ensuring powerful and
personal contexts for transferable learning.

New South Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA) Endorsement

As a System Developed Course, application was sought and received for the endorsement of this
curriculum from NESA for Stages 5 and 6 up to 2022. This enables students to have their learning
formally recognised as part of their Record of School Achievement (RoSA) and Higher School
Certificate (HSC).

Ongoing Review and Collaboration

As a commitment to our ongoing response to the signs of the times and contemporary learning
design, this curriculum is and will continue to be an agile and living document where student voice
drives the learning process. This will enable students to continue to make meaning of Catholic faith
and Tradition in their lives. Ongoing feedback will continue to be sought from participants as a
means of ensuring that the curriculum truly represents the diverse and changing needs of the
Church in the Diocese of Parramatta.
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Cornerstones - Continuum of Learning

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’
(Matthew 21:42)

The teachings of the Catholic faith Tradition to be encountered within Living Life to the Full are
encapsulated through four Cornerstones. These are:

● Scripture and Tradition -  Ever Ancient, Ever New
● Being Church - Intentional Faith Communities
● Grace and Gift - The Invitational Presence of God
● Trinity - One God in Communion

The Cornerstones are animated by engaging learners, teachers and families in responding to ‘the
signs of the times’ inspired by the living Tradition incarnated in the person of Jesus Christ.

Refer to Appendix A for a mapping of the cornerstones as a continuum of learning taken from
Essential Content for Preschool to Stage 6.
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Structure of the Learning Cycles - A User Guide for Teachers

Living Life to the Full is a stage-based program from Preschool through to Stage Six.

Each Stage includes eight Learning Cycles, one per term, with the exception of Preschool and
Early Stage One having four Learning Cycles. Stage Six has seven Learning Cycles.

With the exception of Preschool and Early Stage One which are to be taught in order, the
sequence in which Learning Cycles are taught can be inspired by contextual and experiential
opportunities, e.g. sacraments, liturgical calendar, parish and local events, retreats, formation days,
local outreach programs or initiatives. Should this not be appropriate for a school context then, it is
recommended that where possible Learning Cycles are taught in the order provided.

● A Learning Cycle
A Learning Cycle is the content that will be taught to students each term. The structure of a
Learning Cycle is detailed below.

● The Overarching Question
The Overarching Question is the main question that will be covered in each Learning Cycle.
The Overarching Question is presented as the title of each Learning Cycle. These
questions encourage students to think deeply about their learning and their faith.

● The Overarching Sacred Scripture
The Overarching Scripture quote provides an ongoing scriptural focus for each Learning
Cycle. The Overarching Sacred Scripture is presented alongside the Overarching Question.

● The Statement of Inquiry
The Statement of Inquiry names the reason for the student learning. It names the ‘What’
and the ‘Why’ of the Learning Cycle.

● The Significance for Learning
Significance for Learning names the main ‘intentions’ of the Learning Cycle. It summarises
the kinds of student questions that the Learning Cycle is responding to.

● Transformative Learning
Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta is dedicated to transforming the learning of each
student within a Catholic learning community. In Living Life to the Full, transformative
learning is about the difference the learning makes in strengthening their Catholic faith. It is
not related to any particular topic in the curriculum. Living Life to the Full draws on
experiences that students have to strengthen their faith and ‘transform’ their lives in Christ.

● Enduring Understanding
Enduring understanding is the deep learning that happens and the understanding that the
learner will still have in years to come.

● Essential Content
The Essential Content provides the mandatory content drawn from Sacred Scripture and
Tradition that is to be taught in the Learning Cycle.

● Sacred Scripture (the Bible) and Tradition
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The suggested Sacred Scripture and Tradition in a Learning Cycle have been selected as
age appropriate. They connect to the Essential Content and Learning Expectations. Where
possible, Sacred Scripture (Bible Passages) is drawn from the appropriate Liturgical Year
so that teachers can make connections with Sunday Readings that the students hear at
Mass over the year.

Teachers can also use different Bible passages to those suggested. This decision can be
based on the Liturgical Season (e.g. Easter and Christmas) as well as Parish events. For
example, if students are receiving their Sacraments at a particular time, then specific
passages may be selected for inclusion in the Learning Cycle.

Teachers make connections between the Old and New Testament so that students may
develop a full understanding of the whole of the Sacred Scripture, including tenets of faith
like the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes.

Texts drawn from the Tradition of the Church are age appropriate. These may include the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, Encyclicals, Exhortations, Papal Letters and
Constitutions.

● Inquiry Questions - Examples
Using students’ questions to support learning is an important part of ‘Experiential Learning
through Inquiry’ (asking questions).

The Inquiry Questions in the document are examples of the kinds of questions that students
have asked about life and faith. The Inquiry Question is not the content that is taught to
students nor is it a pathway for learning.The questions given in the document are like the
questions that the students asked when they were surveyed when the curriculum was being
developed.

Teachers will draw on the Essential Content in each Learning Cycle, and the knowledge
that their students already have to develop, with their students, relevant Inquiry Questions.
This helps teachers to personalise the learning for their students so that their learning
needs can be met and the Essential Content covered. Students are given the opportunity to
contribute to the development of the Inquiry Questions. The Inquiry Questions connect the
Essential Content and the Learning Expectations.

● Learning Expectations
Learning Expectations are non negotiable and explain the components of the Learning
Cycle that are to be demonstrated by the student and assist teachers in the development of
assessments. They identify the key domains of head, heart and hands. They support
teachers and students in demonstrating the learning thus establishing connections between
head, heart and hands. These key statements act as a guide for Learning Intentions and
co-constructed Success Criteria.
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Stage Overview
Pre-School
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Pre-School Learning

Learning Overview
Transformative Learning across Pre-School:

● awakens students to their uniqueness and to the reality that they are deeply loved and
cherished by God and their family.

● awakens in students their potential to be participants in forming their own identity and
sense of belonging.

● raises awareness of the gifts and talents of others.
● enables students to discover that faith nurtures relationships and community.

Learner Expectations
By the end of Pre-School, it is anticipated that students will be able:

Head Heart Hands

To understand that they are
unique and deeply loved

To appreciate the ways in
which we are loved

To show love for one another

To know the importance of
belonging for human
flourishing

To appreciate ways in which
Jesus helped others to
belong

To help others to belong

To know the attributes of a
healthy relationship

To appreciate the importance
of the virtues in building
relationships

To use  their gifts and talents
to build their community

To know the importance of
faith in daily life

To recognise the Nativity as a
symbol of God’s love

To participate in and prepare
faith celebrations
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Learning Cycles: Pre-School

Who am I?

"Little children, you are from God" 1 John 4:4

Preschool
Learning Cycle One

Statement of Inquiry

Exploring the ways we are special and loved

Significance for Learning

Students in Preschool are developing their identity through interaction and experiences as an individual, a
member of a family and part of a local community.

Transformative learning awakens students to their uniqueness and to the reality that they are deeply loved
and cherished by God and their family.

Enduring understanding is the importance of loving and being loved.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Knowing who I am

The potential of love for
forming identity

The Person of Jesus and
Jesus' teachings on love

Speaking with Jesus in
prayer

The importance of
understanding difference

Year A
Matthew 18: 1-5
True Greatness

Year B
Mark 10: 13-16 Jesus

Blesses the Little Children

Year C
Luke 2: 41-52

The Boy Jesus in the
Temple

General
1 John 4:4

Testing the Spirits

Proverbs 17: 17 A Friend
Loves

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 430

How did I get my
name?

Why am I special?

How am I loved?

How did Jesus get his
name?

Who do I look like?

What did Jesus look
like?

Am I the same as
you?

Why are we different?

To understand that they are
unique and deeply loved

To appreciate the ways in
which we are loved

To show love for one
another
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How do I belong?

"Gather to me" Psalms 50:5

Preschool
Learning Cycle Two

Statement of Inquiry

We belong to family, community and God

Significance for Learning

Students in Preschool are developing a sense of belonging, discovering their identity within family and
community.

Transformative learning awakens in students their potential to be participants in forming their own identity
and sense of belonging.

Enduring understanding is the importance of belonging and helping others to belong.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings

Different ways of
belonging

The importance of
family, friends and

community in
understanding belonging

The way Jesus helps us
to understand belonging

and identity

Belonging and identity
as a prerequisite for
human flourishing

Ways we can help
others to belong

Year A
Acts 2: 1-6

Coming of the Holy Spirit

Year B
Mark 16: 14-15 Jesus

Commissions the Twelve

Year C
Luke 24: 28-35 The

Emmaus Walk

General
Psalms 50:5

The Acceptable Sacrifice

1 Samuel 2:26
Hannah’s Prayer

Acts 2: 39
The First Converts

Catechism of the
Catholic Church 1829

What does it mean to
belong?

How do I know I
belong?

Who is in my family?

Who is in Jesus’
family?

How did Jesus help
others to belong?

Why is family
important?

To know the importance of
belonging for human

flourishing

To appreciate ways in
which Jesus helped others

to belong

To help others to belong
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What is community?

"A friend loves at all times" Proverbs 17:17

Preschool
Learning Cycle Three

Statement of Inquiry

In knowing each other, we build a faith community

Significance for Learning

Students in Preschool are developing an understanding of being in relationship with others.

Transformative learning raises awareness of the gifts and talents of others.

Enduring understanding emphasises attentiveness to others and builds strong relationships.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings

Different types of
relationships

Healthy relationships
bring us joy and love

Sharing our gifts and
talents

People who build our
community

Year A
Matthew 22: 34-40 The

Greatest Commandment

Year B
Mark 12: 28-34 The First

Commandment

Mark 10: 46-52 The
Healing of Blind

Bartimaeus

Year C
Luke 21: 1-4

The Widow's Offering

Luke 11: 5-13
Perseverance in Prayer

General
Proverbs 17:17

A friend at all Times

John 13: 34
The New Commandment

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1803

What is a friend?

How was Jesus kind
to others?

What are my gifts
and talents?

How can I share my
gifts and talents with

others?

What is a virtue?

In what ways can I
be attentive to the
needs of others?

Who are the people
who build our
community?

To know the attributes of a
healthy relationship

To appreciate the
importance of joy and love

in building relationships

To use their gifts and
talents to build their

community
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What is love?

"A child has been born for us" Isaiah 9:6

Preschool
Learning Cycle Four

Statement of Inquiry

Through love we begin to understand our world

Significance for Learning

Students in Preschool are discovering the importance of love in everyday life.

Transformative learning is discovering that love nurtures relationships and community.

Enduring understanding is that love gives life meaning.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings

Different dimensions of
love

Love gives life meaning

The Nativity is a symbol
of God’s love for us

Year A
Matthew 2: 7-12 The visit

of the Wise Men

Year B
Mark 1: 1-8

The Proclamation of John
the Baptist

Year C
Luke 1: 26-35

The Birth of Jesus
Foretold

General
Isaiah 9: 6

The Righteous Reign of
the Coming King

Psalm 72:10
Prayer for Guidance

John 1: 1-4
The Word Became Flesh

Ephesians 4: 4-6 Unity in
the Body of Christ

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 458

How do my family
and friends show

love?

Who do I love?

Why is love
important?

Why is The Nativity
important?

How does the
Nativity show love?

What do the Sacred
Scriptures teach

about love?

To know the importance of
love in daily life

To recognise the Nativity as
a symbol of God’s love

To be loving towards my
family and friends
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Stage Overview
Early Stage 1 (Kindergarten)
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Early Stage One Learning

Learning Overview
Transformative Learning across Early Stage 1:

● invites students to know about the person and teachings of Jesus, and how people can also
develop a relationship with Him.

● challenges students to discern who is their neighbour in today's world.
● encourages students to become active participants in ecclesial life. Students are invited to

experience the rich tradition of Catholic prayer, personal and communal, including
meditation, petition and thanksgiving (Eucharistia).

● encourages students to develop an understanding of the presence of God in their lives and
to realise they are uniquely wonderful.
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Learner Expectations
By the end of Early Stage One, it is anticipated that students will be able:

Head Heart Hands

To know Jesus taught his
family and friends the
meaning of human flourishing

To understand that prayer can
deepen our relationship with
Jesus

To practise authentic
friendship in daily life

To know that everyone has
the right to be treated with
dignity and respect

To appreciate that the words
and actions of Jesus relate to
our lives

To follow the example of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph in
loving our neighbour

To know that when we gather
in Jesus' name we become
Church

To appreciate the role of Sacred
Scripture in shaping our
intentional faith communities

To participate in the life of the
Church including liturgical
celebration and caring for
others

To know that I am a gift from
God to the world

To appreciate that God's love is
revealed in the world

To give thanks to God in daily
prayer and action
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Learning Cycles: Early Stage 1 (Kindergarten)

Who is my friend?

"A friend loves at all times" Proverbs 17:17

Early Stage One – Kindergarten
Learning Cycle One

Statement of Inquiry

In knowing Jesus, one can develop a friendship with Him

Significance for Learning

Students in Early Stage One are new to school and forming new friendships. Students wonder about
Jesus' friendships. They are learning about the person of Jesus and what it means to develop a friendship

with Him.

Transformative learning invites students to know about the person and teachings of Jesus, and how people
can also develop a relationship with Him.

Enduring understanding is that Jesus models for us the qualities of authentic friendship.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings

Words and actions
show the kind of friend

one is

Friends are important
people in our lives

Jesus can become a
friend through prayer

Jesus’ words and
actions are a model for
all authentic friendships

and for human
flourishing

Year A
Matthew 18: 1-5
True Greatness

Year B
Mark 10: 13-16

Jesus Blesses the little
children

Year C
Luke 2: 41-52

The Boy Jesus in the
temple

General
Proverbs 17: 17
A Friend Loves

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 459

How can I be a
friend?

Who is Jesus?

How do the actions
of Jesus provide a

guide for being a true
friend?

Why does the way I
treat my friends

enhance my
relationship with

Jesus?

How can a person be
a friend of Jesus and

to others?

To know Jesus taught his
family and friends the

meaning of human
flourishing

To understand that prayer
can deepen our

relationship with Jesus

To practise authentic
friendship in daily life
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Who is our neighbour?

"You should love one another just as I have loved you" John 13:34

Early Stage One - Kindergarten
Learning Cycle Two

Statement of Inquiry

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, through their example, teach us how to live and act in the world today

Significance for Learning

Students in Early Stage One wonder how to help others and be good people. Students are developing a
sense of what it means to belong to an intentional faith community where everyone is valued.

Transformative learning challenges students to discern who is their neighbour in today's world.

Enduring understanding is to appreciate that Jesus, Mary and Joseph show us how to care for our
neighbour.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings

Everyone is born with
equal dignity

Jesus challenged his
followers to love their

neighbour as
themselves

In following the example
of Jesus, Mary and

Joseph, Christians are
asked to love others

Putting the needs of
others before our own is
one way we can show

love of neighbour

Year A
Matthew 22: 34-40

The Greatest
Commandment

Year B
Mark 12: 28-34

The First Commandment

Mark 10: 46-52
The Healing of Blind

Bartimaeus

Year C
Luke 21: 1-4

The Widow's Offering

Luke 11: 5-13
Perseverance in Prayer

General
Deuteronomy 6:5

The Great
Commandment

John 13: 34
The New Commandment

John 13: 3-5,12-15
Jesus washes the

Disciples feet

Catechism of the
Catholic Church 1931

How can we
appreciate others?

Who is my
neighbour?

How do we know
about the words and

actions of Jesus?

How does Jesus
challenge us to love

our neighbour?

In what ways are we
asked to follow the
example of Jesus,

Mary and Joseph in
our lives?

To know that everyone has
the right to be treated with

dignity and respect

To appreciate that the
words and actions of Jesus

relate to our lives

To follow the example of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph in

loving our neighbour
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What is Church?

"The promise is for you" Acts 2:39

Early Stage One - Kindergarten
Learning Cycle Three

Statement of Inquiry

We gather around Jesus and become Church

Significance for Learning

Students in Early Stage One wonder about the hope and joy of gathering together to celebrate as a
Catholic community.

Transformative learning encourages students to become active participants in ecclesial life. Students are
invited to experience the rich tradition of Catholic prayer, personal and communal, including meditation,

petition and thanksgiving (Eucharistia).

Enduring understanding is to know, participate and appreciate coming together as Church. The Church is
the People of God gathering around Jesus.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings

We celebrate joyful
events in our
community

The Church is the
people of God who

gather to give thanks
(Eucharistia) to God

Sacred Scripture
informs our

understanding of
community and Church

There are many
sacramental objects in

the Church, each with a
special meaning and

purpose

We have opportunities
to participate in

liturgical celebrations
both in the Church and

in the school
community

Year A
Acts 2: 1-6

Coming of the Holy Spirit

Year B
Mark 16: 14-15

Jesus Commissions the
Twelve

Year C
Luke 24: 28-35

The Emmaus Walk

General
Exodus 12:24–27

The First Passover

Acts 2: 39
The first converts

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1069-73

Why are celebrations
important?

What is the Church?

How is Jesus
present in the

Church?

How do sacred
words and

sacramental objects
help us to

understand the
Gospel?

What opportunities
do we have to
participate in
celebrations?

To know that when we
gather in Jesus' name we

become Church

To appreciate the role of
Sacred Scripture in shaping

our intentional faith
communities

To participate in the life of
the Church including

liturgical celebration and
caring for others
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How is God the Father present to all in our world?

"One God and Father of all and in you all" Ephesians 4:6

Early Stage One - Kindergarten
Learning Cycle Four

Statement of Inquiry

God loves me for who I am

Significance for Learning

Students in Early Stage One wonder about their place and purpose in life.

Transformative learning encourages students to develop an understanding of the presence of God in their
lives and to realise they are uniquely wonderful.

Enduring understanding is that God called us by our name, we are part of God’s family and God created us
for a purpose.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

We are all unique and
yet we are all one

family

The Incarnation: God
became human in

Jesus

God's continued
presence in the world
is revealed in us and

our neighbour

We give thanks to God
in daily prayer and

action

Year A
Matthew 2: 7-12

The visit of the Wise Men

Year B
Mark 1: 1-8

The Proclamation of John
the Baptist

Year C
Luke 1: 26-35

The Birth of Jesus
Foretold

General
Isaiah 40:3

The Coming Messenger

John 1: 1-4
The Word Became Flesh

Ephesians 4: 4-6
Unity in the Body of Christ

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 544

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity

and Social Friendship)
of Pope Francis

(2020) 8

How am I unique?

How am I a gift from
God to others?

Why does caring for
each other bring us

closer to God?

How can our lives
reflect God's love?

To know that I am a gift
from God to the world

To appreciate that God's
love is revealed in the world

To give thanks to God in
daily prayer and action for

our family and friends
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Stage Overview
Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)
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Stage 1 Learning (Years 1-2)

Learning Overview
Transformative Learning across Stage 1:

● explores Jesus' life which reveals both His humanity and divinity. Through following the
example of Jesus' life, we can become more like Him.

● invites students to understand that different forms of prayer enables their relationship with
God to grow and deepen.

● awakens students to the significance of Baptism as initiation into God's family.
● guides students in their discernment choices.
● awakens students to the wonders and joys of God's creation.
● awakens students to the dignity and respect for others
● leads students to discover their role in building intentional faith communities.
● explores how Sacred Scripture influences students' words and actions.
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Learner Expectations
By the end of Stage 1, it is anticipated that students will be able:

Head Heart Hands

To know Jesus opens a
pathway to a relationship with
God

To appreciate how Jesus'
miracles demonstrate His
humanity (empathy) and
divinity (love)

To influence the lives of
others in the way of Jesus

To know there are many ways
to pray

To understand that Jesus
taught us how to pray

To appreciate that all prayer
opens us to a relationship
with God and neighbour

To understand the link
between family, community,
belonging and flourishing

To appreciate the significance
of Baptism and belonging to
an intentional faith community

To demonstrate the link
between the Sacrament of
Baptism and a lived life of
faith

To know that our choices
impact the individual and the
lives of others in positive and
negative ways

To appreciate the link
between forgiveness and
healing in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation

To be a peacemaker

To understand the link
between our life choices and
care for creation

To appreciate the joys and
wonders of creation as a gift
from God

To make important choices
that respect the gift of
creation for the good of all
humanity, in particular, the
marginalised and
the most vulnerable

To begin to understand
discipleship in the Gospels

To begin to grasp the
importance of discipleship in
daily life

To be loving and merciful
through treating others with
dignity and respect

To understand the importance
of an inclusive community for
a sense of belonging and
identity

To appreciate the importance
of belonging to a faith
community for human
flourishing

To demonstrate their role in
building intentional faith
communities through
celebrating inclusivity and
diversity

To understand the purpose of
Sacred Scripture

To appreciate how the Word
of God (Sacred Scripture)
relates to everyday life

To apply Sacred Scripture in
words and actions
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Learning Cycles: Stage 1 (Years 1-2)

Who is Jesus?

"I have called you by your name" Isaiah 43:1

Stage One – Year One or Year Two
Learning Cycle One

Statement of Inquiry

Through Jesus we build a relationship with God

Significance for Learning
Students in Stage One wonder about Jesus’ life.

Transformative learning explores Jesus' life which reveals both His humanity and divinity. Through following

the example of Jesus' life, we can become more like Him.

Enduring understanding is that through Jesus all peoples are invited into a loving relationship with God.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

People can influence
each other in positive

and negative ways

Jesus' life and
teachings influenced

the lives of others

Through Jesus'
miracles we learn of

His humanity and
divinity

Through following the
example of Jesus in

our daily life we come
closer to God

Year A
Matthew 16: 13-19

Peter's Declaration About
Jesus

Matthew 9: 27-31
Jesus Heals Two Blind

Men

Year B
Mark 10: 21

The Rich Man

Mark 10: 46-52
The Healing of Blind

Bartimaeus

Year C
Luke 21: 1-4

The Widow's Offering

Luke 22: 39-46
Jesus Prays on the Mount

of Olives

General
Isaiah 43: 1

Restoration and Protection
Promised

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 547

How are we
influenced by other
people in our life?

How did Jesus
influence the lives of

others?

How do miracles
show Jesus'

humanity and
divinity?

In what ways does
Jesus influence our

lives?

To know Jesus opens a
pathway to a relationship

with God

To appreciate how Jesus'
miracles, demonstrate His
humanity (empathy) and

divinity (love)

To influence the lives of
others in the way of Jesus
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What is prayer?

"Pray then in this way" Matthew 6:9

Stage One – Year One or Year Two
Learning Cycle Two

Statement of Inquiry

Prayer is intentional communication strengthening our relationship with God and neighbour

Significance for Learning
Students in Stage One wonder why prayer is so important and how Jesus prayed.

Transformative learning invites students to understand that different forms of prayer enables their
relationship with God to grow and deepen.

Enduring understanding is that prayer builds a strong relationship with God.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

We communicate our
feelings and emotions
in many different ways

Jesus modelled prayer

Prayer is an invitation to
build a relationship with

God through head,
heart and hands

Through prayer
individuals can deepen
their relationship with

God

Year A
Matthew 6: 5-15

Concerning Prayer

Matthew 26: 36-46
Jesus Prays in
Gethsemane

Year B
Mark 14: 32-42
Jesus Prays in
Gethsemane

Year C
Luke 1: 46-55

Mary's Song of Praise

Luke 11: 1-4
The Lord's Prayer

General
Psalm 117

Universal Call to Worship

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2559

How do we
communicate our

feelings and
emotions?

What is prayer?

How do we
communicate with

God?

What did Jesus
teach us about

prayer?

Why do people pray?

To know there are many
ways to pray

To understand that Jesus
taught us how to pray

To appreciate that all prayer
opens us to a relationship
with God and neighbour
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What is the relationship between Baptism, family,
community and belonging?

" I will be your God and you will be my people" Exodus 6:7

Stage One – Year One or Year Two
Learning Cycle Three

Statement of Inquiry

Baptism is an initiation into God's family

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage One wonder about their place in God’s family. They are also wondering who Jesus is
and how He relates to their life.

Transformative learning awakens students to the significance of Baptism as initiation into God's family.

Enduring understanding recognises that we are all invited to belong to God’s family.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

People experience
belonging in a variety of

ways

The Covenantal
relationship

Sacred Scripture is the
story of belonging and

identity

The Sacrament of
Baptism is initiation into

God's family

The significance of
belonging for human

flourishing

Year A
Matthew 3: 13-17

The Baptism of Jesus

Year B
Mark 1: 9-11

The Baptism of Jesus

Year C
Luke 3: 21-22

The Baptism of Jesus

General
Genesis 8:20-22

God’s Promise to Noah

John 15: 12-17
Jesus the True Vine

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1213

What do we belong
to?

Who belongs to
God's family?

What is a Covenant?

What can we learn
about the Holy Spirit

and Baptism from
Sacred Scripture?

How is the
Sacrament of

Baptism celebrated?

How does the
Sacrament of

Baptism relate to
everyday life?

To understand the link
between family,

community, belonging and
flourishing

To appreciate the
significance of Baptism

and belonging to an
intentional faith community

To demonstrate the link
between the Sacrament of
Baptism and a lived life of

faith
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How can we be peacemakers in our world?

"Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God" Matthew 5:9

Stage One – Year One or Year Two
Learning Cycle Four

Statement of Inquiry

Christian identity can be recognised by living The Beatitudes

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage One wonder why people sometimes do the wrong thing.

Transformative learning guides students in their discernment choices.

Enduring understanding, our choices in life can have positive and / or negative consequences.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Our choices impact
our life and the lives

of others

Peacemakers build
relationships with

others

Sacred Scripture
teaches God's mercy

and forgiveness

The Sacrament of
Penance and

Reconciliation is a
Sacrament of Healing

and Love

We live life to the full
when we seek

forgiveness and
forgive others

Year A
Matthew 7: 12

The Golden Rule

Matthew 18: 21-22
Forgiveness

Year B
Mark 6: 53-56

Healing the Sick in
Gennesaret

Mark 10: 46-52
The Healing of Blind

Bartimaeus

Year C
Luke 7: 37-50

Judging Others

General
Matthew 5: 1-11
The Beatitudes

Luke 1: 26-35
The Birth of Jesus Foretold

2 Corinthians 5: 17-21
The Ministry of Reconciliation

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1422

Why is it important
to think about our

choices?

What does Jesus
teach us about
forgiveness and
reconciliation?

Why does God show
mercy and call us to

forgive others?

How is
Reconciliation a

Sacrament of
Healing?

How does being a
peacemaker impact
my life and the lives

of others?

To know that our choices
impact the individual and

the lives of others in
positive and negative ways

To appreciate the link
between forgiveness and

healing in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation

To be a peacemaker
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Apostolic Exhortation
Gaudete et Exsultate

(Rejoice and Be Glad) of
Pope Francis (2015) 63
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How can we care for Creation

"Come and see what God has done: he is awesome" Psalm 66: 5

Stage One – Year One or Year Two
Learning Cycle Five

Statement of Inquiry

The world is a gift from God, for which we are responsible

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage One wonder about creation and our responsibilities as co-creators and caretakers of the
earth.

Transformative learning awakens students to the wonders and joys of God's creation.

Enduring understanding is that the earth has finite resources and our lifestyle choices have consequences.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Creation is a gift from
God to all humanity

Human beings as
co-creators and

caretakers, have a
responsibility for

creation

Sacred Scripture and
Tradition informs our
responsibility towards

our common home

Human flourishing is
dependent on care of

our common home

The human family
needs to care for

creation

Year A
Matthew 25: 14-28

Parable of the Talents

Year B
Mark 4: 26-29 Parable of

the Growing Seed

Year C
Luke 13: 18-19

Parable of the Mustard
Seed

General
John 1: 1-5

The Word Became Flesh

Psalm 66: 5
Praise for God's

Goodness to Israel

Genesis 2: 1-4 Creation

Job 12: 7-10
Job Replies

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2415

Encyclical Letter
Laudato Si' (Praise be to

You) of Pope Francis
(2015) 13, 77

How can we respond
to the wonders of
God's creation?

Why is caring for
creation important?

What do the Hebrew
Scriptures teach
about creation?

What does our faith
community teach us
about caring for our

common home?

What is our personal
and collective

responsibility in
caring for creation?

To understand the link
between our life choices

and care for creation

To appreciate the joys and
wonders of creation as a

gift from God

To make important choices
that respect the gift of our

common home for the good
of all humanity.
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How can I show love towards my neighbour?

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy" Matthew 5:7

Stage One – Year One or Year Two
Learning Cycle Six

Statement of Inquiry

Following the example of Jesus, we are called to care for our neighbour in words and actions

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage One wonder about Jesus and His disciples.

Transformative learning awakens students to dignity and respect for others.

Enduring understanding provokes an appreciation of discipleship.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

All people are called to
contribute to the

common good (Catholic
Social Teaching)

Jesus taught people
how to live as a disciple

in everyday life

As an intentional faith
community, we are

called to actively care
for each other

All people have the
right to be treated with

dignity and respect

Year A
Matthew 22: 34-40

The Greatest
Commandment

Year B
Mark 9: 33-37

Who Is the Greatest?

Year C
Luke 10: 25-27

The Parable of the Good
Samaritan (Introduction)

General
Matthew 5: 1-11
The Beatitudes

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2055

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 80, 81

How do we care for
others?

What is the common
good?

Who were the
disciples of Jesus?

What are some of
the characteristics of

being a disciple?

How do we respond
to the call of
discipleship?

Why should we care
for others?

To begin to understand
discipleship in the Gospels

To begin to grasp the
importance of duty and the
promotion of the common

good in daily life

To be loving and merciful
through upholding the

common good
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Why do we belong to communities?

"Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there" Matthew 18:20

Stage One – Year One or Year Two
Learning Cycle Seven

Statement of Inquiry

The Church aspires to be a diverse and inclusive intentional faith community

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage One wonder what community is and why we gather together as Church.

Transformative learning leads students to discover their role in building intentional faith communities.

Enduring understanding is the importance of belonging to a community that enhances human flourishing.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Social and inclusive
activities help build
strong communities

The Church is a diverse
community of the

baptised who gather
together around the

Word of God

The Church is a local
and universal diverse

community to which we
belong

Intentional faith
communities enhance

human flourishing

Year A
Matthew 16: 13-19

Peter's Declaration about
Jesus

Year B
Mark 1: 16-20

Jesus Calls the First
Disciples

Year C
Luke 5: 1-11

Jesus Calls the First
Disciples

General
Matthew 18: 20

Reproving Another Who
Sins

Acts 2: 43-47
Life among the Believers

Dogmatic Constitution on
the Church

Lumen Gentium, (Light of
the Nations), of Pope Paul

V1 (1965) 12

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 751 - 752

What is an inclusive
community?

How does the Word
of God inform our
understanding of

Church?

What is the role of
Baptism in building

intentional faith
communities?

What are the
different roles in the
local and universal

Church?

How does
community enhance
human flourishing?

To understand the
importance of an inclusive
community for a sense of

belonging and identity

To appreciate the
importance of belonging to

a faith community for
human flourishing

To demonstrate their role in
building intentional faith

communities through
celebrating inclusivity and

diversity
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What is Sacred Scripture?

"All Scripture is inspired by God" 2 Timothy 3:16

Stage One – Year One or Year Two
Learning Cycle Eight

Statement of Inquiry

The Sacred Scriptures are a ‘way of life’ inspired by the Word of God

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage One wonder about the purpose of Sacred Scripture and how it relates to their lives.

Transformative learning explores how Sacred Scripture influences students' words and actions.

Enduring understanding is that God speaks through Sacred Scripture and inspires us to build loving
relationships.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

There are many sacred
stories

Sacred Scripture is the
Word of God speaking
to our head, heart and

hands

Sacred Scripture
inspires a way of life

Year A
Matthew 13: 10-17
The Purpose of the

Parables

Year B
Mark 4: 30-32

The Parable of the
Mustard Seed

Year C
Luke 11: 27-28

True Blessedness

General
John 1: 1

The Word Became Flesh

Luke 1: 26-35
The Birth of Jesus

Foretold

John 14: 8-14
Jesus the Way to the

Father

Exodus 3: 1-12
The Burning Bush

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 101

What are sacred
stories?

Why are the
Scriptures thought to

be sacred?

How can Sacred
Scripture inspire us?

How do the Sacred
Scriptures enhance
my relationship with

God?

To understand the purpose
of Sacred Scripture

To appreciate how the Word
of God (Sacred Scripture)

relates to everyday life

To apply Sacred Scripture in
words and actions
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Stage Overview
Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)
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Stage 2 Learning (Years 3-4)

Learning Overview
Transformative Learning across Stage 2:

● invites a deeper relationship with God through the Sacraments.
● invites students to begin grappling with a Trinitarian faith.
● challenges students to respond heroically to the 'call to holiness'.
● challenges students to relate the Eucharist as a way of life.
● challenges students to form their conscience and to take responsibility for their own words

and actions.
● values the significance of forgiveness, justice and mercy.
● invites students to encounter God through prayer and praxis.
● awakens students to the profundity of the Passion for Mary and the followers of Jesus.
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Learner Expectations
By the end of Stage 2, it is anticipated that students will be able:

Head Heart Hands

To understand the power of
the Holy Spirit in the
Sacraments

To appreciate the gift of God's
unconditional grace in and
through sacramentality and
the Sacraments

To be signs and symbols of
God's grace in the world

To understand the relationship
between the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit

To appreciate the role of the
Holy Spirit in guiding and
shaping human activity in our
world

To use the gifts and insights of
the Holy Spirit in informing our
conscience and in shaping our
lives

To understand the connection
between the virtues, the call to
holiness and everyday life

To appreciate their call to live
a life of holiness and how this
can be achieved

To apply the virtues to
everyday life

To understand the relationship
between the Passover and the
Eucharist

To appreciate the challenges
caused by injustice in our
world

To understand that the
Eucharist requires a response
to the injustices in our world

To understand the teachings
of Sacred Scripture and
Tradition on an informed
conscience

To appreciate our words and
actions have consequences in
our daily life

To practise living with an
informed conscience

To understand the distinction
between justice and mercy

To appreciate the significance
of forgiveness and
reconciliation as signs of
God’s love and mercy

To respond authentically in
daily life to our innate sense of
justice and mercy

To understand the significance
of communication for building
and sustaining authentic
relationships

To appreciate scriptural
insights into prayer

To experience prayer through
encounter, reciprocity and
praxis

To understand the hope filled
significance of Jesus Christ as
both God and Man

To reflect on an invitational
relationship with Jesus in
everyday life

To show appreciation for those
who walk with us on our life
journey in building the
‘Kingdom of God on earth as it
is in Heaven’
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Learning Cycles: Stage 2 (Years 3-4)

What is a Sacrament?

"By His grace God grants signs and wonders" Acts 14:3

Stage Two – Year Three or Year Four
Learning Cycle One

Statement of Inquiry

Our relationship with God can be strengthened through the shared experiences of sacramental
communities

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Two wonder about the Sacraments, why they exist, what they mean and how they relate
to our lives.

Transformative learning invites a deeper relationship with God through the Sacraments.

Enduring understanding recognises that sacramentality and the Sacraments are gifts of God's grace to the
world.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Signs and symbols
represent an invisible

reality

God's grace, through
the Holy Spirit, is

present in and through
the Sacraments

Sacramentality and
the Sacraments are a

gift from God

Sacraments nourish
the life and integrity of

an intentional faith
community

We can be signs and
symbols of God's grace

in our world

Year A
Matthew 28: 16-20

Jesus Commissions the
Disciples

Year B
Mark 1: 1-11

The Baptism of Jesus

Year C
Luke 11: 1-4

The Lord's Prayer

General
Sirach 6:5

Friendship, False and
True

Luke 4:22
Rejection of Jesus at

Nazareth

Galatians 3:27
The Purpose of the Law

Colossians 4:6
Further Instructions

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2003

Apostolic Exhortation

How are signs and
symbols used?

Why are signs and
symbols used?

What is
sacramentality?

What is a
Sacrament?

What is the role of
the Holy Spirit in the

Sacraments?

How can we be signs
and symbols of

God's grace in our
world?

To understand the power of
the Holy Spirit in the

Sacraments

To appreciate the gift of
God's unconditional grace

in and through
sacramentality and the

Sacraments

To be signs and symbols of
God's grace in the world
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Evangelii Gaudium (The
Joy of The Gospel) of

Pope Francis (2013) 47

Encyclical Letter
Lumen Fidei (The Light of

Faith) of Pope Francis
(2013) 40
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Is God present in my life?

"And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us"
1 John 3:24

Stage Two - Year Three or Year Four
Learning Cycle Two

Statement of Inquiry

The Holy Spirit inspires and guides all of God's people

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Two wonder about the Holy Spirit in the world.

Transformative learning invites students to begin grappling with a Trinitarian faith.

Enduring understanding is recognising that the Holy Spirit is God active in our world.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

People find faith in a
variety of ways

The variety of ways that
God is present in the

world

The relationship
between Father, Son

and Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit can
guide and shape our

lives

The gifts and insights of
the Holy Spirit guide
our decision making

Year A
Matthew 17: 1-8

The Transfiguration

Year B
Mark 9: 2-8

The Transfiguration

Year C
Luke 3: 21-22

The Baptism of Jesus

General
Deuteronomy 18:15

A New Prophet

Proverbs 1:7
Prologue

Proverbs 1:20-22
The Call of Wisdom

Acts 2:17-18, 32-33
Peter Addresses the

Crowd

Romans 8:14
Life in the Spirit

Gal 5:22 - 6:10
Fruits of the Spirit - Living

According to the Spirit

1 John 3:24
Love One Another

How does faith guide
people’s lives?

How is God present
in the world?

What is the Trinity?

What is the role of
the Holy Spirit in the

Church?

How do I recognise
Christ in my
neighbour?

To understand the
relationship between the

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

To appreciate the role of the
Holy Spirit in guiding and
shaping human activity in

our world

To use the gifts and insights
of the Holy Spirit in

informing our conscience
and in shaping our lives
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Catechism of the Catholic
Church 253

Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium (The

Joy of The Gospel) of
Pope Francis (2013) 259

or 280
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Who are our heroes?

“Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you” Jeremiah 1:8

Stage Two - Year Three or Year Four
Learning Cycle Three

Statement of Inquiry

We can be heroes regardless of where we come from or how old we are, by caring for others

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Two wonder about discipleship and ask what it means to be holy.

Transformative learning challenges students to respond heroically to the 'call to holiness'.

Enduring understanding is that holiness and saintliness are found in everyday life.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Heroes can be found in
everyday life

Sacred Scripture has
many heroes who

overcame hardship and
adversity

A disciple of Jesus
strives to follow the

virtues (Cardinal and
Theological)

People respond to the
'call to holiness' in

everyday life

All people are called to
holiness through living

the virtues in words and
actions

Year A
Matthew 4: 18-22

Jesus Calls the First
Disciples

Matthew 25:34-36
The Judgement of the

Nations

Year B
Mark 6: 45-51

Jesus walks on the Water

Year C
Luke 10: 25-37

The Parable of the Good
Samaritan

General
Exodus 3:11-12

Moses at the Burning
Bush

Exodus 4:10-12
Moses’ Miraculous Power

Jeremiah 1:4-8
Jeremiah’s Call and

Commission

Gal 5:22-23
The Fruit of the Spirit

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1834

Apostolic Exhortation
Gaudete et Exsultate

What does it mean to
be heroic?

What is the 'call to
holiness'?

What are the
characteristics of a
hero and a saint?

What is a virtuous
life?

In what way is Mary
an example for

today?

How can we learn
from the heroes in
Sacred Scripture?

To understand the
connection between the

virtues, the call to holiness
and everyday life

To appreciate their call to
live a life of holiness and
how this can be achieved

To apply the virtues to
everyday life

Version 3.2 as at 3 June, 2021 56



(Rejoice and be Glad) of
Pope Francis (2015) 7

Dogmatic Constitution of
The Church Lumen

Gentium (Light of the
Nations) of Pope Paul VI

(1965) 5
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Why are people hungry in a world full of plenty?

"For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you gave me drink"
Matthew 25:35

Stage Two - Year Three or Year Four
Learning Cycle Four

Statement of Inquiry

We gather for Eucharist as community, in fellowship, to remember Jesus' sacrifice and to give thanks

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Two wonder about the presence of God in the Eucharist and our world.

Transformative learning challenges students to relate the Eucharist as a way of life.

Enduring understanding recognises Eucharist as thanksgiving, memorial, sacrifice, community and
fellowship.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

There are broken
communities in the

world where there is
suffering and hardship

A shared meal,
breaking bread
together, builds
intentional faith

communities

The Hebrew Scriptures
and the Passover

Jesus through the
Eucharist, is the bread
of life, sustaining and

nourishing us

Introduction to Catholic
Social Teaching (CST)
as a response to being

Eucharist

We are called to live
the Eucharist in daily
life through our words

and actions

Year A
Matthew 9:9-13

The Call of Matthew

Matthew 14: 13-21
Feeding the Five

Thousand

Matthew 25: 35
The Judgement of the

Nations

Year B
Mark 14: 22-25

The Institution of the Lord's
Supper

Year C
Luke 22:14-23

The Institution of the Lord's
Supper

General
Exodus 12: 1-28

The First Passover
Instituted

Luke 7:36
A Sinful Woman Forgiven

John 1:14
The Word Became Flesh

John 13:1-15

What makes a
shared meal?

What is symbolic
about the breaking of

bread at table?

Why are people
starving in a world of

plenty?

What does Sacred
Scripture teach us

about the importance
of a shared meal?

What is the
relationship between
the Passover and the

Eucharist?

How is Jesus the
Bread of Life?

What does it mean to
live the Eucharist in

daily life?

To understand the
relationship between the

Passover and the Eucharist

To appreciate the
challenges caused by
injustice in our world

To understand that the
Eucharist requires a

response to the injustices in
our world
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Jesus Washes the
Disciples’ Feet

1 Cor 11:27-34
Partaking of the Supper

Unworthily

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1327

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity

and Social Friendship)
of Pope Francis

(2020) 219
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Why do people sometimes do the wrong thing?

"The aim ... is love that comes from a pure heart,
a good conscience and sincere faith" 1 Timothy 1:5

Stage Two - Year Three or Year Four
Learning Cycle Five

Statement of Inquiry

We are called to inform our conscience and to respond appropriately

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Two wonder why people sometimes do the wrong thing.

Transformative learning challenges students to form their conscience and to take responsibility for their
own words and actions.

Enduring understanding is that words and actions have consequences.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

We all have the free will
to act or not to act in a

responsible way

Words and actions
have consequences

Discerning an informed
conscience

Sacred Scripture and
Tradition helps form our
conscience within the

context of an intentional
faith community

Our words and actions
have the potential to

promote human
flourishing

Year A
Matthew 20: 1-16

The Labourers in the
Vineyard

Year B
Mark 12: 41-44

The Widow's Offering

Year C
Luke 21: 1-4

The Widow's Offering

General
Exodus 20:1-26 The Ten

Commandments

Job 27:6
Job Maintains His

Integrity

Psalm 95:7-18
A Call to Worship and

Obedience

Psalm 119:105
The Glories of God’s Law

Proverbs 21:2
All Deeds are Right

Micah 6:6-8
What God Requires

Why do people
sometimes do the

wrong thing?

What is informed
conscience?

What is free will?

What does Sacred
Scripture say about

conscience?

What does Catholic
tradition say about

an informed
conscience?

How do our words
and actions promote
human flourishing?

To understand the
teachings of Sacred

Scripture and Tradition on
an informed conscience

To appreciate our words
and actions have

consequences in our daily
life

To practise living with an
informed conscience
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1 Timothy 1:5
Warning Against False

Teachers

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1783

Pastoral Constitution on
the Church in the Modern
World, Gaudium Et Spes,
Pope Paul V1 (1965) 16
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How am I merciful in my daily life?

"Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy" Matthew 5:7

Stage Two - Year Three or Year Four
Learning Cycle Six

Statement of Inquiry

Forgiveness and mercy are signs of God's love

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Two wonder how to seek reconciliation and why it is important to also forgive others.

Transformative learning values the significance of forgiveness, justice and mercy.

Enduring understanding is that we are called to forgive one another and work for justice and mercy
in all things.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The importance of
forgiveness and justice
for human flourishing

Jesus' teachings on
forgiveness and mercy

Pope Francis and the
Corporal Works of

Mercy

Sacred Scriptures give
us insight into the

Sacrament of Penance
and Reconciliation

The Sacrament of
Penance and

Reconciliation brings
us closer to God and

neighbour

There are many ways
to receive and respond

to the gift of God's
mercy

Year A
Matthew 5:7

The Beatitudes

Matthew 18: 21-22
Forgiveness

Matthew 18: 23-35
The Parable of the
Unforgiving Servant

Year B
Mark 2:1-12

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

Year C
Luke 15:11-32

The Parable of the
Prodigal and His Brother

Luke 17:1-4
Some Sayings of Jesus

General
Exodus 20: 1-26 The Ten

Commandments

Psalm 145:9
The Greatness and the

Goodness of God

Proverbs 21:21
Whoever Pursues

Righteousness

Why is it important to
forgive ourselves?

What is the
difference between
justice and mercy?

What can we learn
from those around us

who forgive?

What did Jesus say
about forgiveness

and mercy?

In what ways does
the Sacrament of

Penance and
Reconciliation bring
us closer to God and

neighbour?

What is the role of
forgiveness and

mercy in daily life?

To understand the
distinction between justice

and mercy

To appreciate the
significance of forgiveness
and reconciliation as signs
of God’s love and mercy

To respond authentically in
daily life to our innate sense

of justice and mercy
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Micah 7:18-19
God’s Compassion and

Steadfast Love

Ephesians 4:31-32
Rules for the New Life

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2839

Apostolic Letter
Misericordia Et Misera
(Mercy with Misery) of
Pope Francis (2016) 2
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How can we live on prayer?

"Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead" James 2:17

Stage Two - Year Three or Year Four
Learning Cycle Seven

Statement of Inquiry

There are different ways of communicating with God

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Two wonder about prayer, including the origin and meaning of certain prayers and how
prayer experiences provide opportunities to communicate with God.

Transformative learning invites students to encounter God through prayer and praxis.

Enduring understanding is that all relationships are unique and require nurturing through reciprocity, love,
trust, humility and perseverance.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

There are many ways
to communicate using

words and actions

We learn about prayer
from the Hebrew

Scriptures

Jesus taught us many
different ways to pray

including The Our
Father

Through prayer
individuals can open

their mind and heart to
God through praise,

thanksgiving, petition,
sharing our sorrow and

joy

Prayer requires
encounter, reciprocity

and praxis

Year A
Matthew 6: 5-15

Concerning Prayer

Year B
Mark 11: 24-25

Faith and Prayer

Year C
Luke 1: 46-55
The Magnificat

Luke 5:16
Jesus Cleanses a Leper

General
Psalm 18:6

Royal Thanksgiving for
Victory

Psalm 25:1-22
Prayer for Guidance and

for Deliverance

Sirach 7:14
Miscellaneous Advice:
Relations with Others

Jeremiah 29:12-14
A Letter to the Exiles

John 17: 1-26
The Prayer of Jesus

How can
communication be

positive and
negative?

How do we
communicate our
sorrow and pain,
hope and joy?

What do the Hebrew
Scriptures teach us

about prayer?

How did Jesus
model prayer for us?

What is the meaning
of The Our Father?

What is the
relationship between

prayer, encounter,
reciprocity and

praxis?

What role does
communication play
in bringing people

together?

To understand the
significance of

communication for building
and sustaining authentic

relationships

To appreciate scriptural
insights into prayer

To experience prayer
through encounter,

reciprocity and praxis
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James 2:17
Faith without Works is

Dead

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2590 - 2591
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How is Jesus truly God and truly human?

“For nothing is impossible with God” Luke 1:37

Stage Two - Year Three or Year Four
Learning Cycle Eight

Statement of Inquiry

The life and Mission of Jesus for today's world

Significance for Learning
Students in Stage Two wonder about the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.

Transformative learning awakens students to the profundity of the Passion for Mary and the followers of
Jesus.

Enduring understanding is the hope filled significance of the Incarnation for Christianity.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Life is a journey of
hope, joy and sadness

accompanied in
relationship with others

The Hebrew Scriptures
and examples of hope

in life’s journey

Jesus was
accompanied on his life

journey

Jesus Christ is both
God and Man
(Incarnational

Spirituality)

Jesus Christ as the
pathway to human

flourishing – historical
and eschatological

Journeying with others
helps to build the

‘Kingdom of God on
earth as it is in Heaven’

Year A
Matthew 8: 18-27

Would-Be followers of
Jesus & Jesus Stills the

Storm

Matthew 14: 13-21
Feeding the Five

Thousand

Year B
Mark 1: 40-45

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

Year C
Luke 4:17-20

The Rejection of Jesus at
Nazareth

General
Isaiah 61:1-2

The Good News of
Deliverance

Luke 1: 26-35
The Birth of Jesus

Foretold

John 1:14-15
The Word became Flesh

John 6:63
The Words of Eternal Life

John 10:10
Jesus the Good Shepherd

What are the
significant events in

our life journey?

What did the Hebrew
Scriptures teach

about the coming of
the Messiah?

Who is Jesus?
(Titles)

What were the
significant events in

the life of Jesus?

How do the miracles
of Jesus highlight the

Incarnation?

What do Christians
believe is the

relevance of Jesus'
life, death and
resurrection for

today?

To understand the hope
filled significance of Jesus

Christ as both God and Man

To reflect on an invitational
relationship with Jesus in

everyday life

To show appreciation for
those who walk with us on
our life journey in building
the ‘Kingdom of God on
earth as it is in Heaven’
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Romans 8:2
Life in the Spirit

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 469
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Stage Overview
Stage 3 (Years 5 and 6)
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Stage 3 Learning (Years 5-6)

Learning Overview
Transformative Learning across Stage 3:

● provides students with the opportunity to discern the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
● awakens students to the suffering in our world and the hope - filled response of Sacred

Scripture.
● inspires students to look on life through the lens of authentic hope and joy.
● awakens students to the contextual reality (Parramatta) of celebrating commonality and

diversity in religious belief and practice.
● creates an awareness of the imperative to think about thinking.
● recognises the characteristics of holiness, which can be awakened by responding to the

teachings and example of Jesus Christ.
● awakens students to the meaningful relationship between prayer, decision making and a

flourishing life.
● articulates ongoing Tradition and how the Early Church, through Ecumenical Councils,

shapes the Church today.

Version 3.2 as at 3 June, 2021 69



Learner Expectations
By the end of Stage 3, it is anticipated that students will be able:

Head Heart Hands

To understand the diverse
and interrelated Ways of
Knowing

To appreciate how the gifts of
the Holy Spirit relate to
everyday life and human
flourishing

To realise they can flourish
when applying their  gifts and
talents to enhance the lives of
others

To understand the scriptural
responses to suffering and
the stories of hope and love

To appreciate the significance
for Christians of Jesus'
Passion, Death and
Resurrection in Salvation

To respond appropriately to
the suffering of others and be
examples of hope, mercy and
love in daily life

To understand Sacred
Scripture with regard to hope,
joy and human flourishing

To appreciate the relationship
between hope and joy and
human flourishing

To respond empathetically to
the aspirational hopes and
joys of others, in particular
the marginalised and the
most vulnerable

To understand the challenges
and opportunities in our
community that derive from
the Catholic Church’s
teaching on interfaith
relations

To appreciate the implications
of the teachings of Jesus on
religious, ethical and cultural
diversity

To respond to the challenges
and opportunities of interfaith
relations

To understand the importance
of philosophy for truth
seeking, and decision making

To appreciate the
connections between Sacred
Scripture, Tradition,
philosophy and daily life

To construct a personal
philosophy for discernment,
decision making and action

To understand the relevance
of Sacred Scripture and
Tradition in contemporary
culture

To reflect on the significance
of human dignity in our
response to the Universal
Call to Holiness

To respond to our own call to
holiness

To understand the
significance of prayer for
decision making and action

To appreciate the significance
of Sacred Scripture as prayer

To respond in prayer to the
events of daily life

To understand the
development of the early
Church

To appreciate the role of the
Holy Spirit in the
development of Tradition

To respond to an informed
understanding of being
church today
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Learning Cycles: Stage 3 (Years 5-6)

What is my purpose in life?

"The Holy Spirit is given to each of us in a special way" 1 Corinthians 12:7

Stage Three – Year Five or Year Six
Learning Cycle One

Statement of Inquiry

God made me for a purpose: I have been called by name to use my gifts and talents to contribute to His
Mission

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Three wonder about their purpose in life (existential) and the challenge to recognise their
gifts and talents to enhance the human flourishing of others.

Transformative learning provides students with the opportunity to discern the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Enduring understanding awakens students to the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the reality of God's love and
mercy in daily life.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in encounter
and dialogue with the following Catholic
beliefs and understandings:

Ways of knowing: How
do we know things?

Every person is
challenged to discover
their reason for being,
which is a prerequisite
for human flourishing

Conscience as the
mind of God in the
heart of humanity

The Gifts of the Holy
Spirit through the

Sacrament of
Confirmation and God's

Grace, empower
people

All people are born for
a particular purpose

and when they discover
that purpose, they
begin to flourish

Year A
Matthew 4:1–11

The Temptation of Jesus

John 14: 15-31
The Promise of the Holy

Spirit

Year B
Mark 1:10-13

The Baptism and
Temptation of Jesus

Year C
Luke 4:14-21

The Beginning of the
Galilean Ministry

Luke 8:16-18
A Lamp under a Jar

General
Ecclesiastes 5:10

Reverence, Humility, and
Contentment

Ecclesiastes 12:13
Epilogue

Isaiah 11: 1-4
The Peaceful Kingdom

Jeremiah 6:16

What is the
difference between

subjective and
objective knowing?

What are ways of
knowing?

What are some of
the ways of thinking
that diminish human

flourishing?

What do Christians
believe about the
Holy Spirit as the

Third Person of the
Trinity?

How do the gifts of
the Holy Spirit relate

to everyday life?

What are my gifts
and talents and how

can I use them to
enhance the lives of

others?

To understand the diverse and
interrelated ways of knowing

To appreciate how the gifts of
the Holy Spirit relate to

everyday life and human
flourishing

To realise they can flourish
when applying their gifts and

talents to enhance the lives of
others
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The Imminence and
Horror of the Invasion

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Spiritual Gifts

1 Corinthians 13:1-3
The Gift of Love

Colossians 3:23-24
Rule for Christian

Households

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1831
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Why do bad things happen?

"Your care has preserved my spirit" Job 10:12

Stage Three – Year Five or Year Six
Learning Cycle Two

Statement of Inquiry

Suffering, Hope and Salvation

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Three wonder why bad things happen to people.

Transformative learning awakens students to the suffering in our world and the hope-filled response of Sacred
Scripture.

Enduring understanding is that from Sacred Scripture we discover hope filled insights into humanity's struggle
to understand suffering.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in encounter
and dialogue with the following Catholic
beliefs and understandings:

All human beings
experience suffering

and hardship

Out of suffering and
hardship great hope
produces great love

Sacred Scripture
witnesses to hope,

mercy and the power
of love in dealing with

pain and suffering

The role of Jesus’
Passion, Death and

Resurrection in
Salvation

The Christian response
to suffering: Prayer,

Liturgy and
Sacraments

Examples of love and
mercy that bring hope

in our world

Year A
Matthew 11:28-29
Jesus Thanks His

Father

Matthew 27: 32-55
The Crucifixion and Death

of Jesus

Year B
Job 7:1-4, 6-7

Year C
Luke 24: 36-49

Jesus Appears to His
Disciples

General
Psalm 23:4

The Divine Shepherd

Psalm 88:1-2
Prayer for Help in

Despondency

Isaiah 43:2
Restoration and Protection

Promised

Sirach 2:6
Duties towards God

John 14:27
The Promise of the Holy

Spirit

What is suffering and
hardship?

Why do bad things
happen to good

people?

How do we
accompany those
who are suffering?

What are the
examples of

suffering and hope in
the Sacred
Scriptures?

Why did Jesus
suffer?

What are some
examples of hope in

our world?

To understand the scriptural
responses to suffering and the

stories of hope and love

To appreciate the significance
for Christians of Jesus'

Passion, Death and
Resurrection in Salvation

To respond appropriately to the
suffering of others and be

examples of hope, mercy and
love in daily life
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John 19:17-28
The Crucifixion of Jesus

2 Cor 4:8-10
Treasure in Clay Jars

Galatians 6:2
Bear One Anothers’

Burdens

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 440

Misericordiae Vultus (Face
of Mercy) Bull of Indiction

of The Extraordinary
Jubilee of Mercy, Pope

Francis (2015) 13
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How do we find hope and joy?

"Shout for joy" 1 Peter 4:13

Stage Three – Year Five or Year Six
Learning Cycle 3

Statement of Inquiry

Through the insights of Sacred Scripture and Tradition, we can relate our hopes and joys to others, particularly
the marginalised and the most vulnerable

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Three wonder about the absence of hope and joy in daily life.

Transformative learning inspires students to look at life through the lens of authentic hope and joy.

Enduring understanding challenges students to articulate their own hope and joy, while at the same time
having empathy for the hopes and joys of others, particularly the marginalised and the most vulnerable.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in encounter
and dialogue with the following Catholic
beliefs and understandings:

Hope and joy are central
to human flourishing

Reading and praying
with the Sacred

Scriptures as a means of
deepening an

individual's relationship
with God

The teachings of Sacred
Scripture and Tradition
on hope and joy offer

guidance for
discernment and
decisions in life

Working for (Faith in
Action) the hope and joy
of others, in particular,

the marginalised and the
most vulnerable

Year A
Matthew 13: 1-9

The Parable of the
Sower

Year B
Mark 8:27-35

Peter’s Declaration
about Jesus

Mark 10:17-22
The Rich Man

Year C
Luke 17: 20-21

The Coming of the
Kingdom

General
Psalm 33:20-22

The Greatness and
Goodness of God

Psalm 63:5-7
Comfort and Assurance

in God’s Presence

1 Peter 4:13
Suffering as a Christian

Rom 15:13
The Gospel for Jews and

Gentiles Alike

What is joy?

What is hope?

What brings us hope
and joy?

What does Sacred
Scripture teach

about hope and joy?

In what ways does a
Sacramental vision
of reality bring us

hope and joy?

Why are hope and
joy central to human

flourishing?

To understand Sacred
Scripture with regard to hope,

joy and human flourishing

To appreciate the relationship
between hope and joy and

human flourishing

To respond empathetically to
the aspirational hopes and joys

of others, in particular the
marginalised and the most

vulnerable
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Catechism of the
Catholic Church 1817 -

1820

Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium (The

Joy of The Gospel) of
Pope Francis (2013) 1

Pastoral Constitution on
the Church in the

Modern World
Gaudium Et Spes, (Joy
and Hope) Pope Paul VI

(1965) 1

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On

Fraternity and Social
Friendship) of Pope

Francis
(2020) 55
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What are the challenges and opportunities of interfaith relations?

"There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit... varieties of service, but the same
Lord... it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone " 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Stage Three – Year Five or Year Six
Learning Cycle Four

Statement of Inquiry

In God's plan of salvation, there are varieties of religious beliefs and pathways

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Three wonder about the similarities and differences between people of faith.

Transformative learning awakens students to the contextual reality (Parramatta) of celebrating commonality
and diversity in religious belief and practice.

Enduring understanding is the importance of interreligious encounter and celebrating religious, ethnic and
cultural commonality and diversity.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in encounter
and dialogue with the following Catholic
beliefs and understandings:

The diversity of religious
belief and practice in the
Diocese of Parramatta

The teachings of Jesus
on religious, ethical and

cultural diversity

The importance of
prayer for nurturing
religious faith and

practice

The teaching of the
Catholic Church on
interfaith relations

Authentically responding
to the challenges and

opportunities of interfaith
relations

Year A
Matthew 5:16
Salt and Light

Matthew 8: 5-13
Jesus Heals a

Centurion's Servant

Year B
Mark 7:24-30

The Syrophoenician
Woman’s Faith

Year C
Luke 6: 17-19

Jesus Heals and
Teaches

General
Deuteronomy
10:17 - 11:26

The Essence of the Law

John 14:6
Jesus the Way to The

Father

1 Corinthians 12:4
Spiritual Gifts

Catechism of the
Catholic Church 821

Encyclical Letter

What are the
principles of interfaith

relations?

What is encounter
and dialogue?

What does Sacred
Scripture teach on

religious, ethical and
cultural diversity?

In what way does the
Catholic Church offer

guidance for
interfaith relations?

How do we respond
to the challenges of
interfaith relations?

To understand the challenges
and opportunities in our

community that derive from the
Catholic Church’s teaching on

interfaith relations

To appreciate the implications
of the teachings of Jesus on
religious, ethical and cultural

diversity

To respond to the challenges
and opportunities of interfaith

relations
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Fratelli Tutti (On
Fraternity and Social

Friendship)
of Pope Francis

(2020) 62
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What does it mean to think about our thinking?

"Wisdom is radiant and unfading" Wisdom 6:12

Stage Three – Year Five or Year Six
Learning Cycle Five

Statement of Inquiry

Human freedom comes with responsibility to think before we speak and act

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Three wonder about the consequences of decision making.

Transformational learning creates an awareness of the imperative to think about thinking.

Enduring understanding awakens students to how thinking, acting and consequences are connected.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Introduction to
philosophy and
philosophers

The relationship
between thinking and

truth

The pursuit of wisdom
in Sacred Scripture and

Tradition in
contemporary culture

Influential Catholic
thinkers

The relevance of
philosophy for

discernment, decision
making and action

Year A
Matthew 5: 17-20

The Law and The Prophets

Year B
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Tradition of the Elders

Year C
Luke 12:13-21

The Parable of the Rich
Fool

Luke 12: 54-56
Interpreting the Time

General
Exodus 20: 1-26 The Ten

Commandments

Wisdom 6: 12-25
Description of Wisdom

Acts 17: 16-28
Paul in Athens

1 Corinthians 1:24-25
Christ the Power and

Wisdom of God

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1954

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity

and Social Friendship)
of Pope Francis

(2020) 47

What is the most
important question?

What is the purpose
of philosophy?

What is the pursuit of
wisdom in the

Christian tradition?

Why do human
beings think

philosophically?

Why is it my
responsibility to think
about my thinking?

To understand the
importance of philosophy

for truth seeking and
decision making

To appreciate the
connections between

Sacred Scripture, Tradition,
philosophy and daily life

To construct a personal
philosophy for discernment,
decision making and action
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What is Human Dignity?

"... faith, hope, and love abide, and the greatest of these is love" 1 Corinthians 13:13

Stage Three – Year Five or Year Six
Learning Cycle Six

Statement of Inquiry

Each person in their own way is called to holiness

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Three wonder about living a Christian life in their cultural context.

Transformative learning recognises the characteristics of holiness, which can be awakened by responding to
the teachings and example of Jesus Christ.

Enduring understanding, love of God and respect for human dignity (our neighbour), is a joyful pathway to
human flourishing, a wholeness (holiness) that is open to all people of good will.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in encounter
and dialogue with the following Catholic
beliefs and understandings:

The challenges, joys
and opportunities of

living in a postmodern
society

All humans are made in
the image and likeness

of God (Imago Dei)

The teachings of
Sacred Scripture and
Tradition on human

dignity and the
Universal Call to

Holiness

The Sacraments at the
Service of Communion

Responding to the
Universal Call to

Holiness

Year A
Matthew 25:31-46

The Judgement of the
Nations

Matthew 18: 1-5
True Greatness

Year B
Mark 12:28-34

The First Commandment

Year C
Luke 10:25-37

The Parable of the Good
Samaritan

General
Genesis 1: 26-27

Six Days of Creation and
The Sabbath

Micah 6:8
What God Requires

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
The Gift of Love

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1700

Apostolic Exhortation
Gaudete et Exultate

(Rejoice and be Glad) of
Pope Francis (2018) 122

What are some of
the complexities of

life today?

What does it mean to
say humans have

dignity?

What does it mean to
be made in the

image and likeness
of God?

Why is discernment
and contemplation

so crucial in our
Postmodern era?

How is holiness
portrayed in Sacred

Scripture and
Tradition?

What are the
Sacraments at the

Service of
Communion?

To what extent can
the Universal Call to
Holiness be realised

in everyday  life?

To understand the relevance of
Sacred Scripture and Tradition

in contemporary culture

To reflect on the significance of
human dignity in our response

to the Universal Call to
Holiness

To respond to our own call to
holiness
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Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation

Christus Vivit (Christ is
Alive) of Pope Francis

(2019) 67

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity

and Social Friendship)
of Pope Francis

(2020) 84-86
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What is the relationship between prayer and life?

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer" Romans 12:12

Stage Three – Year Five or Year Six
Learning Cycle Seven

Statement of Inquiry

Responding through prayer to the challenges of life

Significance for Learning

Students wonder about the purpose of prayer and how it relates to their life.

Transformative learning awakens students to the meaningful relationship between prayer, decision making
and a flourishing life.

Enduring understanding is the significance of prayer which cultivates a relationship with God and enhances
human flourishing.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

There are many ways
and forms of prayer

The relationship
between contemplation
on action and action on

contemplation

Sacred Scripture as
prayer

Mary as a model of
prayer

Prayer, Eucharist, and
metanoia

Prayer and discernment
in daily life as a means
to human flourishing

Year A
Mt 6: 5-13

Concerning Prayer

Year B
Mark 1:29-39

Jesus Heals Many at
Simon’s House

Proverbs 3: 1-10
Admonition to Trust and

Honour God

Year C
Lk 22: 39-46

Jesus Prays on the Mount
of Olives

General
Wisdom 7:7

Solomon’s Respect for
Wisdom

Romans 12: 9-21
Marks of the True

Christian

James 2: 14-26
Faith without Works Is

Dead

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2711 - 2717

Constitution on the
Sacred Liturgy,

What is the purpose
of prayer?

What does Sacred
Scripture and

Tradition teach about
prayer?

What is meant by
metanoia?

What is the link
between

contemplation, action
and human
flourishing?

To what extent
should prayer and
discernment be a
part of daily life?

To understand the
significance of prayer for

decision making and action

To appreciate the
significance of Sacred

Scripture as prayer

To respond in prayer to the
events of daily life
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Sacrosanctum Concilium,
Pope Paul VI (1963) 7,12

Pastoral Constitution on
the Church in the Modern

World
Gaudium et Spes (Joy

and Hope) Pope Paul VI
(1973) 16
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Why is it important to learn from history?

"For in one Spirit we were all baptised into one body" 1 Corinthian 12:13

Stage Three – Year Five or Year Six
Learning Cycle Eight

Statement of Inquiry

The significance of the Early Church for Intentional Faith Communities

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Three wonder how the Church began, the role of Sacred Scripture and the first
Judeo-Christian leaders.

Transformative learning articulates ongoing Tradition and how the Early Church, through Ecumenical
Councils, shapes Church today.

Enduring understanding awakens students to the importance of Tradition for understanding being Church.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The significance of
history for our identity

and developing a
personal sense of

belonging

Saint Paul, the Gospel
writers and the

formation of the New
Testament

Events and the
leaders of the early

Church

Ecumenical Councils
and the role of the
Holy Spirit in the
development of

Tradition

The importance of
Tradition to our

understanding of being
Church

Year A
Acts 15: 22-29

The Council’s Letter to
Gentile Believers

Year B
Mark 16: 14-18

Jesus Commissions the
Disciples

Acts 13: 43-52
Paul and Barnabas in

Antioch of Pisidia

Year C
Luke 24: 36-49

Jesus Appears to His
Disciples

General
Acts 4: 1-22

Peter and John before the
Council

1 Corinthian 12: 12-30
One Body with Many

Members

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 868

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity

and Social Friendship)
of Pope Francis (2020) 13

How does the
study of history
help us know
ourselves?

Who were the
leaders of the Early
Church and what

were the key
events?

How are the books
and letters of the
New Testament

different?

What are
Ecumenical
Councils?

Why is tradition an
important pathway

to our
understanding of
being Church?

To understand the
development of the early

Church

To appreciate the role of
the Holy Spirit in the

development of Tradition

To respond to an informed
understanding of being

Church today
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Stage Overview
Stage 4 (Years 7 and 8)
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Stage 4 Learning (Years 7-8)

Learning Overview
Transformative Learning across Stage 4:

● empowers students to discern the existential and hope filled sacramental realities of their
own faith, life, identity, family and community.

● explores aspects of moral reasoning in relation to truth and falsehood.
● invites students to recognise the Trinitarian reality and incarnational activity of God in their

lives
● inspires students to investigate the relevance of Sacred Scripture and Tradition for

understanding The Incarnation.
● awakens students to the profound insights of Catholic Social Teaching (CST) for liberation

and human flourishing.
● awakens students to the importance of human liberation and orthopraxis.
● awakens students to complementarity of interpretations between science and religion with

regard to existential questions of existence and reality.
● awakens students to the correlation between inner and external peace.
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Learner Expectations
By the end of Stage 4, it is anticipated that students will be able:

Head Heart Hands

To understand the existential
realities of belonging and
identity

To appreciate the significance
of diversity within an
intentional Catholic faith
community

To actively participate in the
sacramental reality of the
school

To understand that there are
diverse ways of knowing

To appreciate the implications
of Catholic moral reasoning
with regard to objective and
subjective truth

To actively participate in
discernment of conscience
with regard to diverse ethical
schools of thought

To evaluate human attempts
to articulate the existence of
God

To appreciate the significance
of a Trinitarian faith for the
Church

To understand the
connectivity between prayer,
encounter, emotion, reason
and faith in action

To understand the importance
of The Incarnation for
Christian faith and life

To appreciate the relevance
of an Incarnational Spirituality

Through encounter and face
to face relation with the other,
to incarnate Christ in daily life

To understand the
opportunities and challenges
of upholding
human dignity in the
modern age

To appreciate the teachings
of Sacred Scripture and
Tradition with regard to the
dignity of every person

To advocate for human
dignity and liberation

To understand the nexus
between praying and living
through praxis The Our
Father

To appreciate the teachings
of Sacred Scripture and
Tradition with regards to
(CST) the Preferential Option
for the Poor, Subsidiarity and
Participation

To practise the Preferential
Option for the Poor and
economic justice in daily life

To understand the nuances in
the historical relationship
between science and
religious faith

To appreciate the cultural and
ideological constraints in the
dialogue between science
and religious faith

To be active in our
responsibility to Care for the
Common Home (CST)

To understand the correlation
between inner and external
peace

To appreciate the Eucharist
as Sacrament and life - sign
and arbiter of peace in our
world

To be active in our daily life in
the promotion of inner and
external peace
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Learning Cycles: Stage 4 (Years 7-8)

Why are belonging and identity important?

"The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life" Job 33:4

Stage Four – Year Seven or Year Eight
Learning Cycle One

Statement of Inquiry

Belonging and identity are essential for human flourishing

Significance for Learning
Students in Stage Four, cognisant of moving into a new intentional faith community, wonder about their own

evolving identity, where they belong, and what their purpose in life is.

Transformative learning empowers students to discern the existential and hope filled sacramental realities of
their own faith, life, identity, family and community.

Enduring understanding inspires students to confidently explore their own questions with regard to faith,
belonging and identity.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in encounter
and dialogue with the following Catholic
beliefs and understandings:

Belonging and identity is
a lifelong journey of

self-discovery

Characteristics of a
Catholic intentional faith

community

A Catholic intentional
faith community

awakens a sacramental
vision of reality

Year A
Matthew 5: 13-16

Salt and Light

Matthew 6: 7-15
Concerning Prayer

Year B
Mark 4: 30-34

The Parable of the
Mustard Seed

Year C
Acts 2: 43-47

Life Among the Believers

General
Job 33: 1-6

Elihu Rebukes Job

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2472

Why are belonging
and identity
important?

What are the
characteristics of an

intentional faith
community?

How does Sacred
Scripture enhance

our understanding of
belonging and

identity?

How is our school a
sacramental vision of

reality?

What are the
prerequisites for

human flourishing?

To understand the existential
realities of belonging and

identity

To appreciate the significance
of diversity within an intentional

Catholic faith community

To actively participate in the
sacramental reality of the

school
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What is Truth?

" The truth will set you free" John 8:32

Stage Four – Year Seven or Year Eight
Learning Cycle Two

Statement of Inquiry

Moral reasoning and decision making are reliant upon an informed conscience

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Four wonder about making moral choices in life and discerning right from wrong.

Transformative learning explores aspects of moral reasoning in relation to truth and falsehood.

Enduring understanding consists of the application of ethical principles to moral decision making.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The different ways of
knowing

Subjective and
objective

understandings of truth

Church Teaching on
sin, discernment and
informed conscience

Evaluating ethical
schools of thought

The influence of moral
reasoning on self,
society and culture

Year A
Matthew 18: 10-20

Parable of The Lost Sheep

Year B
Mark 10: 46-52

The Healing of Blind
Bartimaeus

Year C
Luke 15: 11-32

The Parable of the
Prodigal and His Brother

General
Exodus 20: 1-26 The Ten

Commandments

John 8: 31-38
True Disciples

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2465

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity

and Social Friendship)
of Pope Francis

(2020) 184

How do we know?

What is Truth?

How do we
differentiate between

subjective and
objective truth?

What is sin?

What is an informed
conscience?

What are ethics and
moral philosophy?

What are some
influential ethical

schools of thought in
contemporary

society?

What does Sacred
Scripture teach
about ethical

decision making?

How do we evaluate
the arguments from
moral philosophers?

How does moral
reasoning influence
society and culture?

To understand that there
are diverse ways of

knowing

To appreciate the
implications of Catholic
moral reasoning with

regard to objective and
subjective truth

To actively participate in
discernment of conscience

with regard to diverse
ethical schools of thought
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Does God exist?

"God is Love" 1 John 4:16

Stage Four – Year Seven or Year Eight
Learning Cycle Three

Statement of Inquiry

The opportunity of finding God in the digital age of constant noise, rapid change and instant answers

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Four wonder about the presence of God in their life and world.

Transformative learning invites students to recognise the Trinitarian reality and incarnational activity of God
in their lives.

Enduring understanding is to live the Great Commandment (Mk 12: 28-34) and to discern, 'to love another
person is to see the face of God'.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

God in history, religions
and cultures

Philosophical
arguments for the
existence of God

Deus Caritas Est: God
is Love

Prayer moves us to
transcendence as a
way of knowing God

Love of God is
relational and is

communicated through
head, heart and hands

Year A
Matthew 3: 13-17

The Baptism of Jesus

Year B
Mk 12: 28-34

The First Commandment

Year C
Luke 24: 13-35

The Walk to Emmaus

General
1 John 4: 7-21
God is Love

1Timothy 2: 1-10
Instructions Concerning

Prayer

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 214 - 218

Encyclical Letter
Deus Caritas Est (God is
Love) of Pope Benedict

XVI (2005) 1-2

What are the names
for God in history,

religions and
cultures?

How do we know
that God exists?

What are the
philosophical

arguments for the
existence of God?

How does Trinitarian
faith inform our

understanding of
God, Bible, Church
and moral decision

making?

How does prayer
help us to come to

know God?

What is the
relationship between
thought, prayer and

action?

To evaluate human
attempts to articulate the

existence of God

To appreciate the
significance of a Trinitarian

faith for the Church

To act upon the connectivity
between prayer, encounter,
emotion, reason and faith in

action
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What is the relevance of the Incarnation in Daily Life?

"In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God" John 1:1

Stage Four – Year Seven or Year Eight
Learning Cycle Four

Statement of Inquiry

An Incarnational Spirituality for Christians: informs (head), inspires (heart) and motivates (hands)

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Four wonder about the humanity and divinity of Jesus Christ and the relevance of the
Incarnation for a contemporary life of faith.

Transformative learning inspires students to investigate the relevance of Sacred Scripture and Tradition for
understanding The Incarnation.

Enduring understanding awakens students to an Incarnational Spirituality in daily life.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The importance of
tradition in faith and

culture

The Incarnation in
Sacred Scripture and

Tradition

‘Mary’s Song of Praise’ -
The Magnificat

The Creed as a
statement of faith in The

Incarnation

An Incarnational
Spirituality makes Christ

real in daily life

Year A
Matthew 1: 18-25

The Birth of Jesus the
Messiah

Year B
Mark 1: 1-2

The Proclamation of John
the Baptist

Year C
Luke 1: 26-38

The Birth of Jesus
Foretold

Luke 1:46-55
Mary’s Song of Praise

General
Isaiah 7: 14

Isaiah Gives Ahaz the
Sign of Immanuel

John 1: 1-18
The Word Becomes Flesh

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 422

Encyclical Letter
Redemptor Hominis, (The
Redeemer of Man) Pope

John Paul II, (1979) 1

What is tradition and
why is it important?

What do Sacred
Scripture and

Tradition teach about
The Incarnation?

How does The
Incarnation inform,

inspire and motivate
the Christian life?

How can Christ be
made real in daily

life?

To understand the
importance of The

Incarnation for Christian
faith and life

To appreciate the relevance
of an Incarnational

Spirituality

Through encounter and
face to face relation with

the other,
to in-carnate Christ in daily

life
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What does it mean to be an advocate?

"Whatever you do to the least of my brothers and sisters you do unto me"
Matthew 25:45

Stage Four – Year Seven or Year Eight
Learning Cycle Five

Statement of Inquiry

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and the significance of Human Dignity in the modern age.

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Four wonder about the challenges to human dignity in today's world.

Transformative learning awakens students to the profound insights of Catholic Social Teaching (CST) for
liberation and human flourishing.

Enduring understanding evokes students to advocate for Human Dignity in the modern age.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The UN Declaration on
Human Rights

Artificial Intelligence:
challenges and

opportunities with
regard to Human

Dignity

Scriptural Teachings
and Tradition on the

human person

Catholic Social
Teaching (CST) with

regard to Human
Dignity

Year A
Matthew 20: 29-34

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men

Year B
Mark 2: 13-17

Jesus Calls Levi

Year C
John 13: 1-16

Jesus washes the feet of
the disciples

General
Matthew 25: 45

The Judgement of the
Nations

Genesis 1: 26-31
Six Days of Creation and

the Sabbath

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1700

Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference

2019-2020 Social Justice
Statement

Making it Real: Genuine
human encounter in our

digital world

What is the
relationship between
Human Rights and

freedom in the
modern age?

Is social media a
force for good or

bad?

Are all rights equal?
(eg: marginalised

and most vulnerable)

What is liberation,
Human Dignity and
the Common Good?

What does Sacred
Scripture say about
Human Dignity and

the rights of the
individual?

How significant are
Indigenous rights in

Australia?

Does Catholic Social
Teaching have any

cultural value?

To understand the
opportunities and

challenges of upholding
human dignity in the

modern age

To appreciate the teachings
of Sacred Scripture and

Tradition with regard to the
dignity of every person

To advocate for human
dignity and liberation
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Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity

and Social Friendship)
of Pope Francis

(2020)127
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Is Social Justice realistic?

"To each is given the manifestation of the spirit for the common good"
1 Corinthians 12:7

Stage Four – Year Seven or Year Eight
Learning Cycle Six

Statement of Inquiry

Caring for the marginalised and the most vulnerable is everyone's responsibility

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Four wonder about inequality and suffering in our world.

Transformative learning awakens students to the importance of human liberation and orthopraxis.

Enduring understanding provokes in students a desire to build the 'Kingdom on Earth as it is in Heaven',
advocating particularly for the marginalised and the most vulnerable.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

There are agencies in
society that work for the

Common Good

Principles of Catholic
Social Teaching (CST):
With particular focus on
Preferential Option for
the poor, Subsidiarity

and Participation

Living The Our Father
as the prayer for our

time - 'On earth as it is
in Heaven'

Sacred Scripture and
Tradition and the

Preferential Option for
the Poor

Economic justice for the
Common Good

The Preferential Option
for the Poor ,

Liberation, Subsidiarity
and Participation: my

call to action

Year A
Matthew 19: 16-30

The Rich Young Man

Year B
Mark 12: 41-44

The Widow's Offering

Year C
Luke 14: 7-14

Humility and Hospitality

Luke 4: 17-19

General
1 Corinthians 12: 1-11

Spiritual Gifts

Deuteronomy 15: 7-11
Laws concerning the

Sabbatical Year

Job 5: 15

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2420 - 2423

Pastoral Constitution on
the Church in the Modern

World
Gaudium et Spes (Joy

and Hope) of Pope Paul
VI (1973) 63

How do agencies in
society work for the

Common Good?

What does it mean to
live a Preferential

Option for the Poor
and impoverished?

How can Liberation,
Subsidiarity and

Participation work on
a local level?

How can Subsidiarity
and Participation

(CST) be applied to
Indigenous
Australia?

How does the media
influence

understanding and
activism with regard
to economic justice?

How can The Our
Father be lived in

daily life?

To understand the nexus
between praying and living

through praxis The Our
Father

To appreciate the
teachings of Sacred

Scripture and Tradition with
regards to (CST) the

Preferential Option for the
Poor, Subsidiarity and

Participation

To practise the Preferential
Option for the Poor and
economic justice in daily

life
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Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 143
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How do we make sense of our world?

"Great are the works of the LORD, they are studied by all
who delight in them" Psalm 111:2

Stage Four – Year Seven or Year Eight
Learning Cycle Seven

Statement of Inquiry

Science and Religion: on caring for our Common Home

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Four wonder about the perceived conflictual relationship in the history of
science and religion.

Transformative learning awakens students to complementarity of interpretations between science and
religion with regard to existential questions of existence and reality.

Enduring understanding challenges students to discern the complementarity between science and religion,
particularly with regard to care of our Common Home.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The historical
relationship between
science and religion

Interpretations of
creation and  evolution

Science and the Care of
the Common Home

(CST)

Sacred Scripture and
Tradition and Care of
the Common Home

(CST)

Science, prayer and the
gifts of the Holy Spirit
and the wonders of

creation

Year A
Matthew 20: 1-16

The Labourers in the
Vineyard

Year B
Mark 4: 26-29

The Parable of the
Growing Seed

Year C
Luke 13: 18-19

The Parable of the
Mustard Seed

General
Psalm 111: 1-10
Praise for God's
Wonderful Works

Proverbs 14: 15

Isaiah 40: 12

Genesis 2: 1-25
Another Account of

Creation

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 159

What are the
different and

complementary ways
science and religion
study creation and

reality?

Is evolution a fact or
a theory?

Is climate change a
result of human

activity?

What does Sacred
Scripture and

Tradition say about
Care of the Common

Home?

Whose responsibility
is Care of the

Common Home?

How is science a
prayer?

To understand the nuances
in the historical relationship

between science and
religious faith

To appreciate the cultural
and ideological constraints

in the dialogue between
science and religious faith

To be active in our
responsibility to Care for

the Common Home
(Catholic Social Teaching)
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Encyclical Letter
Laudato Si' (Praise be to

You) of Pope Francis
(2015) 1-2

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 204
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Is it right to fight for peace?

"Blessed are the peacemakers" Matthew 5:9

Stage Four – Year Seven or Year Eight
Learning Cycle Eight

Statement of Inquiry

Peace begins within the person and transcends our will to power

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Four wonder about the celebration of the Eucharist, ‘living’ the Mass and the promotion
of peace in our world.

Transformative learning awakens students to the correlation between inner and external peace.

Enduring understanding provokes students to explore the different dimensions of peace.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The correlation between
inner and external

peace

War and peace in
Sacred Scripture

Christian Tradition and
the Just War Theory

Conflict and
Reconciliation in our

world today

The Eucharist as the
arbiter of peace (CST)

Building intentional faith
communities for human

flourishing

Year A
Matthew 5: 1-12
The Beatitudes

Year B
Mark 6: 30-44

The Feeding of the Five
Thousand

Year C
Luke 6: 27-36

Love for Enemies

General
Micah 2: 1-11

Social Evils Denounced

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1397

Encyclical of Pope John
XXIII

Pacem in Terris (Peace
on Earth) (1963) 165

Is it right to fight?

What is peace?

How is peace more
than the absence of

war?

How is the Eucharist
an arbiter of peace in
life and in our world?

Why are
peacemakers called

'blessed'?

Is religion a
movement for peace

in the world?

What does Sacred
Scripture say about

the promotion of
peace?

What is the Just War
Theory?

How can I promote
peace?

To understand the
correlation between inner

and external peace

To appreciate the Eucharist
as Sacrament and life - sign
and arbiter of peace in our

world

To be active in our daily life
in the promotion of inner

and external peace
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Stage Overview
Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10)
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Stage 5 Learning (Years 9-10)

Learning Overview
Transformative Learning Across Stage 5:

● invites students to discern and interpret (Hermeneutics) the relevance and impact of Jesus’
actions and teachings for today’s world.

● awakens students to the relevance of the Dreaming to their lives.
● provokes students to critically consider whether religion is a force for good or evil in the

world.
● awakens students to the reality that their decisions with regard to care of the planet have

moral implications.
● awakens students to an understanding of their sexuality as a graced gift from God.
● awakens students to the methods and potential of dialogue and encounter.
● awakens students to the significance of discernment, conscience and the role of the Holy

Spirit.
● encourages students to discern an Incarnational Spirituality nurtured by prayer, faith and

action.
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Learner Expectations
By the end of Stage 5, it is anticipated that students will be able:

Head Heart Hands

To explain the potential of
hermeneutics for an
enhanced understanding of
religious texts

To discern the significance of
Jesus' life for liberation and
human flourishing

To critique social, economic
and political movements in
light of contemporary
discipleship

To have an enhanced insight
into the wonders and depths
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Spirituality

To appreciate the intrinsic link
between Country and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Spirituality

In the light of Catholic Social
Teaching, discern a response
for an engagement with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Australians

To outline the relevance and
significance of Incarnational
Spirituality in the life of
Christian followers

To appreciate the significance
of free will in human agency

To discern the significance of
religious adherence as a
force for good in building
Intentional Faith Communities

To explain the moral
imperative of ecological
decision making for Christian
adherents

To appreciate the significance
of Sacred Scripture and
Tradition in regard to
stewardship

To apply Catholic Social
Teaching to the challenges of
climate change for an
Intentional Faith Community
and make a commitment to
action

To develop an understanding
that human sexuality is a
graced gift from God to
enhance human flourishing

To discern the teachings of
Sacred Scripture and
Christian Tradition on human
sexuality and human
flourishing

To recognise sexuality as a
graced gift from God

To explain why religion is
paradoxically a source of
human conflict and resolution

To appreciate the purpose
and methods of Receptive
Ecumenism and interfaith
relations

To engage in encounter,
dialogue and conflict
resolution for Christian unity
and Interfaith Relations in the
home, school and local
community

To develop an understanding
of the significance of
discernment and vocation for
human flourishing

To appreciate that the
‘Universal Call to Holiness’ is
inclusive

To practise contemplation on
action and action on
contemplation in daily life

To comprehend the
significance of faith and
reciprocity for prayer

To appreciate the
understanding of prayer and
Incarnational Spirituality as
enhancing human flourishing

To engage in a variety of
prayer experiences
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Learning Cycles: Stage 5 (Years 9-10)

If I believe that Jesus is the Son of God, what impact
could that have on my life?

"This is my Beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased, listen to him." Matthew 17:5

Stage Five – Year Nine or Year Ten
Learning Cycle One

Statement of Inquiry

The relevance of knowing and imitating Jesus as a way of life to enhance all human flourishing

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Five wonder, in light of the revolutionary words and actions of Jesus,
if it is right to challenge authority.

Transformative learning invites students to discern and interpret (Hermeneutics)
the relevance and impact of Jesus actions and teachings for today’s world.

Enduring understanding awakens students to the challenges and hope filled opportunities
of following the way of Jesus (discipleship) in our Postmodern culture.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The significance of
Hermeneutics for

understanding
historical and

contemporary texts

Women and men who
have thought and

behaved
counter-culturally and
challenged authority

for the Common Good

The narrative of Jesus,
the revolutionary Christ

The relevance of
Jesus' life and

teachings for liberation
and human flourishing

in a postmodern
culture

The challenges,
inclusivity and hope
filled opportunities of
living in the way of

Jesus - contemporary
discipleship

Year A
Matthew 5:38-48

Concerning Retaliation

Matthew 13: 1-23
The Parable of the Sower

Year B
Mark 10: 13-16

Jesus Blesses Little
Children

Mark 12: 28-34
The First Commandment

Year C
Luke 11: 1- 13

The Lord's Prayer and
Perseverance

Luke 18: 18-29
The Rich Ruler

General
Deuteronomy 18:18

Offerings for Priests and
Levites

Matthew 17:1-8
The Transfiguration

What is the significance
of Hermeneutics for

understanding texts?

What are the
characteristics of women

and men who have
acted counter-culturally
for the Common Good?

How influential on my life
are social, economic,
political and cultural

movements?

What does Sacred
Scripture and Tradition

teach us about
contemporary
discipleship?

In what ways are Jesus'
teachings revolutionary?

How is liberation
essential to our

understanding of human
flourishing?

To explain the potential of
hermeneutics for an

enhanced understanding of
religious texts

To discern the significance
of Jesus' life for liberation

and human flourishing

To critique social, economic
and political movements in

light of contemporary
discipleship
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Catechism of the Catholic
Church 444, 521

Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium (The

Joy of The Gospel) of
Pope Francis (2013) 113

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 47 - 48
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What can we learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Spirituality for
contemporary life in Australia?

"As water reflects the face, so one's life reflects the heart" Proverbs 27:19

Stage Five – Year Nine or Year Ten
Learning Cycle Two

Statement of Inquiry

The significant gifts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Spirituality to contemporary Australian life.

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Five wonder about the increasing challenges to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
culture and spirituality in the secular and globalised world.

Transformative learning awakens students to the relevance of the Dreaming to their lives.

Enduring understanding is an enhanced appreciation of the relationship between the land, sacramentality
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Spirituality.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander

Spirituality, care of the
Common Home and
respect for country

Rites and celebrations
of Catholic and

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders
communities

The Principles of
Catholic Social

Teaching (CST) and
Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islanders

The interdependency of
history, environment

and culture for nurturing
spirituality

Year A
Matthew 11:25-30

Jesus thanks his Father

Year B
Mark 6:7-13

The Mission of the Twelve

Year C
Luke 4:16-19

Rejection of Jesus

General
Psalm 104

God the Creator and
Provider

Proverbs 27:19
Do not Boast about

Tomorrow

Ephesians 2: 19-22
God's new Family

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1212

Address of Pope John
Paul II To The Aborigines

And Torres Strait
Islanders In Alice Spring

(Australia),
29 November 1986

What are some key
characteristics of

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander
Spirituality?

Why is Country
significant for

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander
Spirituality?

How can the
Principles of Catholic

Social Teaching
inform the Church’s

relationship with
Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander
Australians?

To what extent is
respect for diversity
and multiculturalism

important in
contemporary

Australia?

To have an enhanced
insight into the wonders
and depths of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander

Spirituality

To appreciate the intrinsic
link between Country and

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Spirituality

In the light of Catholic
Social Teaching, discern a

response for
an engagement with

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Australians
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Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 148
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Is religion a force for good or evil in the world?

"Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good" Romans 12:21

Stage Five – Year Nine or Year Ten
Learning Cycle Three

Statement of Inquiry

The significance of religious adherence for human flourishing

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Five wonder about the purpose and value of religion in modern life.

Transformational learning provokes students to critically consider whether religion is a force for
good or evil in the world.

Enduring understanding is the significance of religious adherence for the promotion of the
Common Good and for human flourishing.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Characteristics of
religious adherence for

the promotion of
Common Good and
human flourishing

The free will distinction
between faith, religion

and spirituality

Religion as a force for
good and evil in the

world

An Incarnational
Spirituality as a Catholic
foundation for religious

adherence

Jesus' critique of
religion

Building Intentional
Faith Communities

Year A
Matthew 5:1-26
Salt and Light

Matthew 23:1-12
Jesus Denounces Scribes

and Pharisees

Year B
Mark 7:1-23

The Tradition of the
Elders

Year C
Luke 6:27-38

Love for Enemies

General
Psalm 25

Prayer for Guidance and
for Deliverance of David

Romans 12: 9-21
Marks of the True

Christian

John 2: 13-25
Jesus Cleanses the

Temple

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 461

What is good and
evil?

Would the world be
better off without

religion?

How can religion be
a force for good and

evil in the world?

What is Incarnational
Spirituality?

What did Jesus
teach about religion?

To outline the relevance and
significance of Incarnational

Spirituality in the life of
Christian followers

To appreciate the
significance of free will in

human agency

To discern the significance
of religious commitment as
a force for good in building

Intentional Faith
Communities
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Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 237 - 238
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Why is Care of our Common Home a moral imperative?

" And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good."
Genesis 1:31

Stage Five – Year Nine or Year Ten
Learning Cycle Four

Statement of Inquiry

Respecting the gift of creation in solidarity with the marginalised and the most vulnerable

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Five wonder about the impact of their decisions on the environment.

Transformative learning awakens students to the reality that their decisions with regard to care of the
planet have moral implications.

Enduring understanding, stewardship and ecological responsibility, is a question of conscience and a moral
imperative, especially for citizens of developed nations.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Every person has a
moral responsibility to

respect and care for our
common home

Pope Francis advocates
that world leaders have a

particular moral
imperative to ‘Care for
the Common Home’

Sacred Scripture
teaching on the wonders

of creation and the
importance of
stewardship

The Eight Principles of
Catholic Social Teaching
with regards to the ‘Care
of our Common Home’

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Spirituality

of the land enhances
human flourishing

The role of Intentional
Faith Communities and
‘Care of the Common

Home’

Year A
Matthew 6:24-34

Serving Two Masters,
Do Not Worry

Year B
Mark 4:26-34

The Parable of the
Growing Seed

Year C
Luke 15:3-7

The Parable of the Lost
Sheep

General
Genesis 1:31

Six Days of Creation and
the Sabbath

Genesis 2:15 Another
Account of the Creation

Isaiah 66:2
The Worship God

Demands

Catechism of the
Catholic Church 2415

Encyclical Letter
Laudato Si' (Praise be to

You) of Pope Francis
(2015) 158

How significant are
the consequences of

climate change?

Why is care of our
common home a
moral imperative?

How are young
people leading the
debate on care for

the common home?

Why do developed
countries have a
particular moral

obligation to care for
the common home?

Why is Sacred
Scripture and
Laudato Si' a

wakeup call for our
time?

How do the Eight
Principles of Catholic

Social Teaching
inform and guide the

current ecological
crisis?

To explain the moral
imperative of ecological

decision making for
Christian followers

To appreciate the
significance of Sacred

Scripture and Tradition in
regard to stewardship

To apply Catholic Social
Teaching to the challenges

of climate change for an
Intentional Faith

Community and make a
commitment to action
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Celebrations of the
Anniversary of

Encyclical Letter
Laudato Si'

Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation

Querida Amazonia
Of The Holy Father

Francis To The People
Of God And To All

Persons Of Good Will
(2020) 19
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What is the relationship between dignity, sexuality, love and human flourishing?

"So, glorify God in your body" 1 Corinthians 6:20

Stage Five – Year Nine or Year Ten
Learning Cycle Five

Statement of Inquiry

Sexuality, grace and human flourishing

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Five wonder about the interconnectivity between identity, dignity,
sexuality and human flourishing.

Transformational learning is to awaken students to an understanding of their sexuality as a
graced gift from God.

Enduring understanding acknowledges our own sexuality as an essential attribute to human flourishing.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The relationship
between identity,

sexuality and human
flourishing

Human dignity and
sexuality

Sexuality - a graced
gift from God

The Catholic
understanding of

Unmerited Grace and
human flourishing

Trinitarian faith and
reading Sacred

Scripture on sexuality

Sexuality, virtue and
vice

Social media,
exploitation and

respecting sexual
identity

Year A
Matthew 5:27-30

Concerning Adultery

Year B
Mark 1:40-45

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

Year C
Luke 11: 33-34

The Light of the Body

Luke 16: 1-10
The Parable of the
Dishonest Manager

General
Genesis 1:27

The Beginning

Genesis 2:24-25
Another Account of Creation

1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Glorifying God in Body and

Spirit

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 357

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of
Pope Francis (2020) 95

What are the
Church’s teachings

on sexuality?

How does social
media construct
sexual identity?

How do we
recognise sexuality

as a graced gift from
God?

How does the
Catholic Church

understand Marriage
as a Sacrament?

To develop an
understanding that human
sexuality is a graced gift

from God to enhance
human flourishing

To discern the teachings of
Sacred Scripture and
Christian Tradition on
human sexuality and

human flourishing

To recognise sexuality as a
graced gift from God
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Are there conflicts that dialogue and encounter can't resolve?

"Then people will come from east and west, from north and south,
and will eat in the kingdom of God." Luke 13:29

Stage Five – Year Nine or Year Ten
Learning Cycle Six

Statement of Inquiry

Receptive listening to the voice of the other opens our world to insight and encounter

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Five wonder about conflict resolution and becoming the voice of the voiceless.

Transformational learning awakens students to the methods and potential of dialogue and encounter.

Enduring understanding awakens students to their potential through dialogue and encounter to
become the voice of the voiceless.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Religion as cause and
remedy of human

conflict

Examples of religious
conflict through history

The principles of
dialogue and encounter

Jesus as Eucharistia:
source and summit of

encounter

Receptive Ecumenism
(the gift of each other)

for Christian Unity

The purpose and
methods of interfaith

relations

Year A
Matthew 18:15-20

Reproving Another Who
Sins

Year B
Mark 3: 31-35

The True Kindred of Jesus

Mark 7:5-15
The Tradition of the Elders

Year C
Luke 13: 22-30

The Narrow Door

Luke 23:35-43
The Crucifixion of Jesus

General
Leviticus 19:18

Ritual and Moral Holiness

Ephesians 4: 1-16
Unity in the Body of Christ

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 842

How could the
pursuit of power

cause the source of
conflict?

What are some
examples of religious

conflict in history?

What is Receptive
Ecumenism?

What is the purpose
of interfaith
relations?

What are some
examples of conflict

and resolution in
Sacred Scripture?

How does encounter
and dialogue foster

respect for diversity?

To explain why religion is
paradoxically a source of

human conflict and
resolution

To appreciate the purpose
and methods of Receptive
Ecumenism and interfaith

relations

To engage in encounter,
dialogue and conflict

resolution for Christian unity
and interfaith relations in

the home, school and local
community
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Declaration on the
Relation of the Church to
Non-Christian Religions
Nostra Aetate (In Our
Time) by Pope Paul VI

(1965)

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of
Pope Francis (2020) 198
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Is the ‘Universal Call to Holiness’ realistic?

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth" Matthew 5:5

Stage Five – Year Nine or Year Ten
Learning Cycle Seven

Statement of Inquiry

Discernment of conscience, the role of the Holy Spirit and human flourishing

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Five wonder about the relevance of service in the 'Universal Call to Holiness'.

Transformational learning awakens students to the significance of discernment, conscience and
the role of the Holy Spirit.

Enduring understanding encourages students to gain insight into vocation for human flourishing.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The contrast between
a job and vocation

Exploration of the
meaning and

relevance of holiness

Discernment and an
informed conscience
as gifts of the Holy

Spirit

Holiness, Prophet
and heroic leaders in

Sacred Scripture

Mary’s response to
God in her life

Vocation and the
'Universal Call to

Holiness'

Contemplation on
action and action on

contemplation

Year A
Matthew 10: 35-45

The Request of James and
John

Matthew 25:34-40
The Judgement of the

Nations

Year B
Mark 10:17-27
The Rich Man

Year C
Luke 13:22-30

The Narrow Door

General
Exodus 20: 1-26

The Ten Commandments

Isaiah 61:1-3
The Good News of

Deliverance

Matthew 5: 1-11
The Beatitudes

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1830 - 1832

Apostolic Exhortation
Gaudete et Exultate

(Rejoice and be Glad) of
Pope Francis (2018) 1 & 47

What are key
attributes of heroic

leaders?

Who can be a saint?

What is holiness in
modern life?

How do we
recognise our own
prophetic voice of

conscience?

How do we discern
what our vocation

might be?

Why does the
Church consider

marriage as a
vocation?

How can we live the
Universal Call to
Holiness through

marriage, holy orders
or the single life?

To develop an
understanding of the

significance of discernment
and vocation for human

flourishing

To appreciate that the
‘Universal Call to Holiness’

is inclusive

To practise contemplation
on action and action on

contemplation in daily life
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Dogmatic Constitution of the
Church

Lumen Gentium (Light of the
Nations) of Pope Paul VI

(1965) 5
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Why should I pray?

"Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you"
Jeremiah 29:12

Stage Five – Year Nine or Year Ten
Learning Cycle Eight

Statement of Inquiry

The significance of prayer in discerning my relationship with God and neighbour
‘ So I pray, so I believe, so I live’

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Five wonder about the benefits of prayer in modern life.

Transformational learning encourages students to discern an Incarnational Spirituality nurtured by
prayer, faith and action.

Enduring understanding is that prayer builds a relationship with God and our neighbour - contemplation on
action and action on contemplation.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The significance and
variety of public and

private prayer in world
religions

Ways of praying

The Lex Orandi axiom

Prayer in Sacred
Scripture - The Our

Father and the Psalms

An Incarnational
Spirituality and prayer

Mystery and prayer

Prayer and building
relationships with God

and neighbour

Year A
Matthew 6: 6-13

Way to Pray

Matthew 17: 1-13
Transfiguration

Year B
Mark 1:29-39

Jesus Heals Many at
Simon’s House

Mark 14: 32-42
Jesus Prays in
Gethsemane

Year C
Luke 11: 1-8

The Lord's Prayer

General
Isaiah 26: 3

A Song of Praise

Jeremiah 29: 12
Jeremiah’s Letter to the

Exiles in Babylon

Philippians 4: 1-9
Exhortations

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2644

What is prayer?

Are there different
ways to pray for
different people?

How does prayer
build a relationship

with God and
neighbour?

What do Hebrew and
Christian Scriptures

teach us about
prayer?

How did Jesus teach
us to pray?

What is an
Incarnational
Spirituality?

How is an active
prayer life a

prerequisite for
human flourishing?

To comprehend the
significance of faith and

reciprocity for prayer

To appreciate the
understanding of prayer and
Incarnational Spirituality as

enhancing human
flourishing

To engage in a variety of
prayer experiences
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Dogmatic Constitution on
Divine Revelation

Dei Verbum, (1965) Pope
Paul V1, 8,21,25
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Stage Overview
Stage 6 (Years 11 and 12)
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Stage 6 Learning (Years 11-12)

Learning Overview
Transformative Learning across Stage 6:

● encourages the exploration of a Catholic ‘theology of hope’ for faith formation, belonging
and identity.

● awakens students to the possibilities of God's grace for being, seeing and loving.
● awakens students to discerning the attributes of an authentic relationship.
● awakens students to the relationship between land, presence and Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander spirituality.
● awakens students to the paradox and potential of dialogue and interfaith relations.
● challenges students to critique mystery, myth and metaphor in the lifelong quest for insight

and human flourishing.
● motivates students to respond with theological hope, in solidarity and subsidiarity, to the

needs of the marginalised and the most vulnerable to enhance human flourishing.

Version 3.2 as at 3 June, 2021 118



Learner Expectations
By the end of Stage 6, it is anticipated that students will be able:

Head Heart Hands

To understand the
opportunities and challenges
of being a person of faith in
Postmodern Culture

To affirm existential
wondering and make faith
meaningful through hope,
faith and love

To practise the
Transcendental Precepts
enhancing a respect for
difference in our
contemporary context
particularly towards the
marginalised and the most
vulnerable

To understand (BE) the Four
Transcendental Precepts as
dispositions for life

To discern (SEE) the
significance of contemplation
on action and action on
contemplation

To integrate the practise of
contemplation on action and
action on contemplation
(LOVE) in daily life

To understand the difference
between an authentic and
inauthentic relationship

To awaken students to
self-transcendence as a
prerequisite to authentic
relationships

To engage in authentic
relationships to enhance
Human Flourishing

To receive insight from
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples with regard
to Spirituality and Care of our
Common Home

To acknowledge the
contribution and significance
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples for
understanding Australian
spirituality

To engage in theological
reflection and advocacy for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples including
Care of our Common Home
(Catholic Social Teaching)

To evaluate competing claims
for truth

To deepen one's own faith
while engaging authentically
in Receptive Ecumenism and
Interfaith Relations

To engage in Receptive
Ecumenism and authentic
Interfaith Relations

To critique Theodicy and
draw conclusions about the
paradox of suffering in the
world

To discern the significance of
communicating and engaging
in Christian apologetics

To be an agent for good in a
complex and continuously
changing world through living
the Transcendental
Precepts: Being Attentive,
Intelligent, Reasonable,
Responsible

To understand the potential of
Christian Social Teaching
with regard to Solidarity and
Subsidiarity as a means to
enhance human flourishing

To empathise with the
marginalised and most
vulnerable

To respond in solidarity and
subsidiarity to the needs of
people who are poor and
marginalised in the local,
national and global context
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Learning Cycles: Stage 6 (Years 11-12)

Is it possible to be a person of faith in postmodern culture?

"Your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the
power of God" 1 Corinthians 2:5

Stage Six – Year Eleven or Year Twelve
Learning Cycle One

Statement of Inquiry

Forming a sense of belonging and personal identity in postmodern culture to enhance human flourishing

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Six wonder about the possibility and authenticity of faith in postmodern culture.

Transformative learning encourages the exploration of a Catholic ‘theology of hope’ for faith formation,
belonging and identity.

Enduring understanding nurtures the Transcendental Precepts to advance a ‘theology of hope’
for human flourishing.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Foundational Ways of
Knowing

The characteristics of
postmodern culture

The Catholic Theology
of Hope and its

relationship to human
flourishing

Understanding and
living the Catholic faith
in postmodern culture
(Lex Orandi est Lex

Credendi, Lex Vivendi -
so we pray, so we
believe, so we act)

Year A
Matthew 9: 2-8

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

Year B
Mark 11: 22-24

The Lesson from the
Withered Fig Tree

Year C
Luke 17: 1-10

Some Sayings of Jesus

General
1 Corinthians 2: 5
Proclaiming Christ

Crucified

John 15: 9-12
Jesus the True Vine

Proverbs 3: 5-6
Admonitions to Trust and

Honour God

Isaiah 43: 2-3
Restoration and Protection

Promised

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2090

Who am I (know
thyself)?

What are the
characteristics of

postmodern culture?

What are the
opportunities and

challenges of living
in a Postmodern

Society?

What is a
monocultural world

view?

Is Atheism a
religion?

Is it possible to know
God?

Why be a Christian?

Is faith a prerequisite
for human

flourishing?

To understand the
opportunities and

challenges of being a
person of faith in

postmodern culture

To affirm existential
wondering and make faith
meaningful through hope,

faith and love

To practise the
Transcendental Precepts
enhancing a respect for

difference in our
contemporary context

particularly towards the
marginalised and the most

vulnerable
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Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of
Pope Francis (2020) 30
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What is contemplation on action and action on contemplation?

"I will contemplate your precepts, and fix my eyes on your ways" Psalms 119:15

Stage Six – Year Eleven or Year Twelve
Learning Cycle Two

Statement of Inquiry

Discernment as a means of being attentive, intelligent, reasonable and responsible (Transcendental
Precepts)

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Six wonder about how they can authentically live out their faith in daily life.

Transformative learning awakens students to the possibilities of God's grace for being, seeing and loving.

Enduring understanding offers insight into the significance of contemplation on action and action on
contemplation to enhance human flourishing.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Authenticity and
inauthenticity

Authenticity and human
flourishing

Discovering God's
grace

Grace and the person
of Mary

A Catholic
understanding of Hope,

Love and Joy

Living the Catholic life -
Being, seeing and

loving

Contemplation on
action and action on

contemplation

Year A
Matthew 5: 1-11
The Beatitudes

Year B
Mark 4: 1-9

The Parable of the Sower

Year C
Luke 10: 21-24
Jesus Rejoices

General
Psalms 119: 15

The Glories of God's Law

2 Corinthians 3: 1-18
Ministers of the New

Covenant

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1996

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 54 - 55

What is authenticity
and inauthenticity?

How do the Four
Transcendental

Precepts relate to my
life?

Is God's grace
available to
everyone?

How does sin relate
to Grace?

Where do we
experience love,
hope and joy?

What do we learn
from Sacred

Scripture about
contemplation on

action and action on
contemplation?

To understand (BE) the
Four Transcendental

Precepts as dispositions for
life

To discern (SEE) the
significance of

contemplation on action and
action on contemplation

To integrate the practise of
contemplation on action and

action on contemplation
(LOVE) in daily life
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How do I recognise an authentic relationship?

"You show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy"
Psalms 16:11

Stage Six – Year Eleven or Year Twelve
Learning Cycle Three

Statement of Inquiry

Authentic relationships are essential for human flourishing

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Six wonder about the significance of love, sexuality and social media.

Transformative learning awakens students to discerning the attributes of an authentic relationship.

Enduring understanding nurtures attentiveness to the transcendent and the place of self-transcendence
for human flourishing

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The attributes of
authentic and

inauthentic
relationships in the

Contemporary Digital
Epoch

The significance of
truth in the context of

postmodernity

The impact of
technology on
relationships

Catholic teachings on
marriage

Truth, relationships
and human flourishing

Self-transcendence
and authentic
relationships

Year A
Matthew 5: 14 - 16

Salt and Light

Year B
Mark 10: 17-31
The Rich Man

Year C
Luke 6: 46-49

Hearers and Doers

General
1 John 3: 18

More on Love and Hatred

1 John 4: 18-19
God is Love

Psalms 16: 11
Song of Trust and Security

in God

1 Peter 1: 15
A Call to Holy Living

1 Peter 4: 10
Good Stewards of God's

Grace

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1931

Why is
self-transcendence a
theological question?

What are the
complexities of the

digital age for
relationships?

What influence does
social media have on

our relationships?

How do we
recognise an

authentic partner?

How does Sacred
Scripture and

Tradition inform an
understanding of

love and marriage?

What is the
difference between

screen time and real
time encounter?

Is an authentic
relationship possible

without
self-transcendence?

To understand the
difference between an

authentic and inauthentic
relationship

To awaken students to
self-transcendence as a
prerequisite to authentic

relationships

To engage in authentic
relationships to enhance

human flourishing
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Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of
Pope Francis (2020) 166
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What is the relationship between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Spirituality,
our Common Home and Human Dignity?

"The Lord is the maker of them all" Proverbs 22:2

Stage Six – Year Eleven or Year Twelve
Learning Cycle Four

Statement of Inquiry

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Spirituality, human flourishing and Care for our Common Home

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage 6 wonder about recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, Human
Dignity and Care of our Common Home.

Transformational learning awakens students to the relationship between land, presence
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander spirituality.

Enduring understanding encourages students to appreciate insights from Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Spirituality and comprehend their relevance to contemporary life in Australia.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander

Spirituality and a
Sacramental Vision of

Reality

‘Dreaming’ in relation
to Care of the Common

Home

Sacred Scripture,
Tradition and Care of
our Common Home

Theological, Political
and Economic
Advocacy for

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander

Recognition and Care
for our Common Home

Year A
Matthew 16: 13-20

Peter's Declaration about
Jesus

Year B
Mark 12: 13-17

The Questions About
Paying Taxes

Year C
Luke 18: 18–30
The Rich Ruler

General
Proverbs 22: 2

The Lord is Maker of
Them All

1 Corinthians 12: 12-13
One Body with Many

Members

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2426

What is Aboriginal
and Torres Strait

Islander Spirituality?

Is there a connection
between Christian
Sacraments and

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander

spirituality?

What can we learn
from Sacred
Scripture and

Tradition with regard
to Care of our

Common Home?

How can Catholics
advocate for the

rights of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait

Islander Peoples?

To receive insight from
Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander Peoples with
regard to Spirituality and

Care of our Common Home

To acknowledge the
contribution and

significance of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples for understanding

Australian spirituality

To engage in theological
reflection and advocacy for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples including

Care of our Common Home
(Catholic Social Teaching)
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Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference, 2006
Social Justice Statement

The Heart of our Country -
Dignity and justice for our

Indigenous sisters and
brothers

Encyclical Letter
Laudato Si' (Praise be to

You) of Pope Francis
(2015)

Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation

Querida Amazonia
Of The Holy Father

Francis To The People Of
God And To All Persons

Of Good Will (2020)
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Is one religion as good as any other?

"Maintain the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace" Ephesians 4:3

Stage Six – Year Eleven or Year Twelve
Learning Cycle Five

Statement of Inquiry

The purpose and possibility of Receptive Ecumenism and Interfaith Relations in our home, school and
wider community

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Six wonder about engaging in religious dialogue without compromising the integrity of
one's own faith tradition.

Transformative learning awakens students to the paradox and potential of dialogue and interfaith relations.

Enduring understanding is the importance of Receptive Ecumenism and Interfaith Relations for
multiculturalism within a postmodern context.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The attributes and
possibilities of

Interfaith Dialogue

Sacred Texts and
world faiths

Sacred Scripture and
the descendants of

Abraham

Critical analysis to
claims to Truth: faith,

religion, politics,
history and ideology

Proselytism,
Receptive Ecumenism
and Interfaith Dialogue

A Sacramental Vision
of Reality for human

flourishing

Year A
Matthew 1: 1-17

The Genealogy of Jesus
the Messiah

Year B
Mark 7: 24-30

The Syrophoenician
Woman’s Faith

Year C
Luke 11: 5-8

Perseverance in Prayer

General
Zechariah 14:9

The Lord Comes and Reigns

Ephesians 4: 1-6
Unity in the Body of Christ

Galatians 3: 28
The Purpose of the Law

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 106

Speech of the Holy Father
Pope John Paul II at the

Arrival Ceremony Cairo 2000

What are
Monotheism and

Polytheism?

What is the story of
the Abrahamic

traditions?

What is the
significance of

religious differences
and commonalities?

How do Christians
engage authentically
in Interfaith Dialogue
while holding firm to

belief in the
Incarnation?

Is religion an
ideology?

How do we live a
Sacramental

Reality?

To evaluate competing
claims for Truth

To deepen one's own faith
while engaging

authentically in Receptive
Ecumenism and Interfaith

Relations

To engage in Receptive
Ecumenism and authentic

Interfaith Relations
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If God is Love, why is there Evil in the world?

"God is Love" 1 John 4:8

Stage Six – Year Eleven or Year Twelve
Learning Cycle Six

Statement of Inquiry

We seek to understand Good and Evil through the lens of mystery, myth and metaphor

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage 6 wonder how to understand and respond to good and evil.

Transformational learning challenges students to critique mystery, myth and metaphor in the lifelong quest
for insight and human flourishing.

Enduring understanding encourages students to reason paradox in the light of faith.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

The complexity of
knowing good and evil

Christian apologetics

Theodicy - a Catholic
response to the

presence of suffering in
the world

Living beyond the
paradox and human

flourishing

Year A
Matthew 4: 1-11

The Temptation of Jesus

Year B
Mark 12: 1-12

The Parable of the Wicked
Tenants

Year C
Luke 13: 22-30

The Narrow Door

General
1 John 4: 7-21
God is Love

1 Peter 3:15
Suffering for Doing Right

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1732

Ioannes Paulus PPII
Veritatis Splendor (The

Splendour of Truth) (1993)
1-3

Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 258

What is Theodicy?

Why do bad things
happen to good

people?

Is Myth and Truth a
contradiction in

terms?

What is the
difference between

natural evil and
moral evil?

What is the
juxtaposition

between certainty,
religious faith and

paradox?

To critique Theodicy and
draw conclusions about the
paradox of suffering in the

world

To discern the significance
of communicating and
engaging in Christian

apologetics

To be an agent for good in
a complex and

continuously changing
world

through living the
Transcendental Precepts:
Being Attentive, Intelligent,
Reasonable, Responsible
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How does solidarity and subsidiarity deepen our faith
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

" You shall open wide your hand to your brother and sister,
to the needy and to the poor" Deuteronomy 15:11

Stage Six
Learning Cycle Seven

Statement of Inquiry

Hopeful to live in solidarity with the marginalised and the most vulnerable

Significance for Learning

Students in Stage Six wonder how they can respond to the needs of those on the margins.

Transformative learning motivates students to respond with theological hope, in solidarity and subsidiarity,
to the needs of the marginalised and the most vulnerable to enhance human flourishing.

Enduring understanding inspires students to be witnesses to the Gospel in the digital, social, economic and
political realities of our time.

Essential Content Sacred Scripture and
Tradition

Inquiry Questions
Examples

Learning Expectations
By the end of this learning cycle all
students will have engaged in
encounter and dialogue with the
following Catholic beliefs and
understandings:

Poverty and
marginalisation

Catholic Social
teaching on Solidarity

and Subsidiarity

Sacred Scripture,
liberation and human

flourishing

The Church, Salvation
and liberation

The Christian
responsibility to

advocate for people
who are poor and

marginalised in the
local, national and

global context

Year A
Matthew 11: 28-30

Jesus Thanks His Father

Matthew 19: 16-30
The Rich Young Man

Year B
Mark 6: 30-44

Feeding the Five Thousand

Year C
Luke 4: 16-19

Rejection of Jesus at
Nazareth

General
2 Samuel: 12: 1-15

Nathan Condemns David

1 John 3: 11-24
Love One Another

Deuteronomy 15: 7-11
Laws concerning the

Sabbatical Year

Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1741

Who are the
marginalised?

What does it mean to
be on the periphery?

Who has a voice in
society?

What is Liberation
theology?

Do we need the
Church?

Is religion a
movement of human

liberation?

How do intentional
faith communities

respond to those on
the margins?

To understand the potential
of Christian Social Teaching

with regard to Solidarity
and Subsidiarity as a

means to enhance human
flourishing

To empathise with the
marginalised and most

vulnerable

To respond in solidarity and
subsidiarity to the needs of
people who are poor and
marginalised in the local,

national and global context
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Encyclical Letter
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity
and Social Friendship) of

Pope Francis
(2020) 114 - 117
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APPENDIX A: Draft New Curriculum Cornerstones Continuum

Grace and Gift - The Invitational Presence of God

Concept Preschool Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

Sacramentality LC3
Sharing our gifts and
talents

LC4
Love gives life
meaning

LC2
Putting the needs of
others before our
own is one way we
can show love of
neighbour

LC3
There are many
sacramental objects
in the Church, each
with a special
meaning and
purpose

LC4
God's continued
presence in the
world is revealed in
us and our
neighbour

LC4
We live life to the
full when we seek
forgiveness and
forgive others

LC5
Creation is a gift
from God to all
humanity

LC1
Signs and symbols
represent an
invisible reality

Sacramentality and
the Sacraments are
a gift from God

Sacraments nourish
the life and integrity
of an intentional faith
community

We can be signs
and symbols of
God's grace in our
world

LC2
The variety of ways
that God is present
in the world

The Holy Spirit can
guide and shape our
lives

LC4
We are called to live
the Eucharist in daily
life through our
words and actions

LC6
There are many
ways to receive and
respond to the gift of
God's mercy

LC2
The Christian
response to
suffering: Prayer,
Liturgy and
Sacraments

LC3
Working for (Faith in
Action) the hope and
joy of others, in
particular, the
marginalised and the
most vulnerable

LC6
All humans are
made in the image
and likeness of God
(Imago Dei)

LC1
A Catholic
intentional faith
community awakens
a sacramental vision
of reality

LC3
Love of God is
relational and is
communicated
through head, heart
and hands

LC6
Living The Our
Father as the prayer
for our time - 'On
earth as it is in
Heaven'

LC7
Science and the
Care of the Common
Home (CST)

Science, prayer and
the gifts of the Holy
Spirit and the
wonders of creation

LC2
The
interdependency of
history, environment
and culture for
nurturing spirituality

LC4
Sacred Scripture
teaching on the
wonders of creation
and the importance
of stewardship

LC5
The Catholic
understanding of
Unmerited Grace
and human
flourishing

LC7
Discernment and an
informed conscience
as gifts of the Holy
Spirit

LC2
Authenticity and
human flourishing

Discovering God's
grace

LC3
Self-transcendence
and authentic
relationships

LC4
Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
Spirituality and a
Sacramental Vision
of Reality

LC5
A Sacramental
Vision of Reality for
human flourishing
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Sacraments of
Initiation
Baptism,
Confirmation,
Eucharist

LC2
Different ways of
belonging

LC3
The Church is the
people of God who
gather to give thanks
(Eucharistia) to God

LC4
We are all unique
and yet we are all
one family

LC3
The Sacrament of
Baptism is initiation
into God's family

LC7
The Church is a
diverse community
of the baptised who
gather together
around the Word of
God

LC1
God's grace,
through the Holy
Spirit, is present in
and through the
Sacraments

LC2
The gifts and
insights of the Holy
Spirit guide our
decision making

LC4
Jesus through the
Eucharist, is the
bread of life,
sustaining and
nourishing us

LC1
The Gifts of the Holy
Spirit through the
Sacrament of
Confirmation and
God's Grace,
empower people

LC7
Prayer, Eucharist,
and metanoia

LC8
The Eucharist as the
arbiter of peace
(CST)

LC2
The Sacrament of
Baptism and
Eucharist in
Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
Spirituality

LC6
Jesus as
Eucharistia: source
and summit of
encounter

LC2
Discovering God's
Grace

Sacraments of
Healing
Penance and
Reconciliation,
Anointing of the
Sick

LC3
Healthy relationships
bring us joy and love

LC1
Jesus’ words and
actions are a model
for all authentic
friendships and for
human flourishing

LC4
Sacred Scripture
teaches God's
mercy and
forgiveness

The Sacrament of
Penance and
Reconciliation is a
Sacrament of
Healing and Love

LC 3
A disciple of Jesus
strives to follow the
virtues

LC5
Words and actions
have consequences

Discerning an
informed conscience

LC6
Sacred Scriptures
give us insight into
the Sacrament of
Penance and
Reconciliation

The Sacrament of
Penance and
Reconciliation brings
us closer to God and
neighbour

LC1
Conscience as the
mind of God in the
heart of humanity

LC7
The relationship
between
contemplation on
action and action on
contemplation

LC2
Church Teaching on
sin, discernment and
informed conscience

LC8
Conflict and
Reconciliation in our
world today

LC7
Discernment and an
informed conscience
as gifts of the Holy
Spirit

LC2
A Catholic
understanding of
Hope, Love and Joy

LC6
The complexity of
knowing Good and
Evil

Sacraments at LC1 LC2 LC6 LC1 LC1 LC3 LC5 LC2
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the Service of
Communion
Holy Orders,
Matrimony

The Person of Jesus
and Jesus'
teachings on love

LC3
Different types of
relationships

LC4
Love gives life
meaning

In following the
example of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph,
Christians are asked
to love others

As an intentional
faith community, we
are called to actively
care for each other

LC8
Sacred Scripture
inspires a way of life

God's grace,
through the Holy
Spirit, is present in
and through the
Sacraments

LC3
People respond to
the 'call to holiness'
in everyday life

LC8
Journeying with
others helps to build
the ‘Kingdom of God
on earth as it is in
Heaven’

Every person is
challenged to
discover their reason
for being, which is a
prerequisite for
human flourishing

LC3
Working for (Faith in
Action) the hope and
joy of others, in
particular, the
marginalised and the
most vulnerable

LC6
The Sacraments at
the Service of
Communion

Love of God is
relational and is
communicated
through head, heart
and Hands

Human dignity and
sexuality

Sexuality - a graced
gift from God

LC7
Discernment and an
informed conscience
as gifts of the Holy
Spirit

Vocation and the
'Universal Call to
Holiness'

Authenticity and
human flourishing

LC3
Catholic teachings
on Marriage

Self-transcendence
and authentic
relationships
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Being Church - Intentional Faith Communities

Concept Preschool Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

Prayer LC1
Speaking with
Jesus in prayer

LC1
Jesus can become a
friend through prayer

LC4
We give thanks to
God in daily prayer
and action

LC2
Jesus modelled
prayer

Prayer is an
invitation to build a
relationship with
God through head,
heart and hands

LC8
Sacred Scripture is
the Word of God
speaking to our
head, heart and
hands

LC7
Through prayer
individuals can open
their mind and heart
to God through
praise, thanksgiving,
petition, sharing our
sorrow and joy

LC3
Reading and praying
with the Sacred
Scriptures as a
means of deepening
an individual's
relationship with
God

LC4
The importance of
prayer for nurturing
religious faith and
practice

LC7
Prayer and
discernment in daily
life as a means to
human flourishing

LC3
Prayer moves us to
transcendence as a
way of knowing God

LC7
Science, prayer and
the gifts of the Holy
Spirit and the
wonders of creation

LC7
Contemplation on
action and action on
contemplation

LC8
Prayer and building
relationships with
God and neighbour

LC1
Understanding and
living the Catholic
faith in postmodern
culture (Lex Orandi
est Lex Credendi,
Lex Vivendi - so we
pray, so we believe,
so we act)

LC2
Contemplation on
action and action on
contemplation

Incarnational
Spirituality

LC1
The Person of
Jesus and Jesus’
teachings on love

LC4
The Nativity is a
symbol of God’s
love for us

LC4
The Incarnation:
God became human
in Jesus

LC1
Through Jesus’
miracles we learn of
His humanity and
divinity

LC4
We are called to live
the Eucharist in
daily life through our
words and actions

LC8
Jesus is both God
and Man
(Incarnational
Spirituality)

Jesus Christ is the
pathway to human
flourishing -
historical and
eschatological

Journeying with
others helps to build
the ‘Kingdom of
God on earth as it is
in Heaven’

LC6
All human beings
are made in the
image and likeness
of God (Imago Dei)

LC1
Characteristics of a
Catholic intentional
faith community

LC3
God in history,
religions and
cultures

Deus Caritas Est:
God is Love

LC4
An Incarnational
Spirituality makes
CHrist reali in daily
life

LC3
An Incarnational
Spirituality as a
Catholic foundation
for Religious
adherents

LC6
Jesus as
Eucharistia: source
and summit of
encounter

LC8
An incarnational
Spirituality and
prayer

LC2
Living the Catholic
life - Being, seeing
and loving
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LC6
Living The Our
Father as a prayer
for our time - ‘On
earth as it is in
Heaven’

Liturgy LC3
We have
opportunities to
participate in
liturgical
celebrations both in
the Church and in
the school
community

LC7
The Church is a
diverse community
of the baptised who
gather together
around the Word of
God

LC4
There are many
ways to receive and
respond to the gift of
God's mercy

LC2
The Christian
response to
suffering: Prayer,
Liturgy and
Sacraments

LC8
Mystery and prayer

Intentional Faith
Communities

LC2
The importance of
family, friends and
community in
understanding
belonging

LC3
We celebrate joyful
events in our
community

The Church is the
people of God who
gather to give thanks
(Eucharistia) to God

LC6
As an intentional
faith community, we
are called to actively
care for each other

LC7
Intentional faith
communities
enhance human
flourishing

LC4
We are called to live
the Eucharist in daily
life through our
words and actions

LC3
Working for (Faith in
Action) the hope and
joy of others, in
particular, the
marginalised and the
most vulnerable

LC1
Characteristics of a
Catholic intentional
faith community

An intentional faith
community awakens
a sacramental vision
of reality

LC8
Building intentional
faith communities for
human flourishing

LC4
The role of
Intentional Faith
Communities and
‘Care of the
Common Home’

LC2
Living the Catholic
life - Being, seeing
and loving

Catholic Social
Teaching:
Preferential
Option for the
Poor

LC2
Ways we can help
others to belong

LC2
Everyone is born
with equal dignity

Jesus challenged his
followers to love
their neighbour as
themselves
LC4
We are all unique
and yet we are all
one family

LC6
As an intentional
faith community, we
are called to actively
care for each other

LC6
Pope Francis and
the Corporal Works
of Mercy

LC3
Working for (Faith in
Action) the hope and
joy of others, in
particular, the
marginalised and the
most vulnerable

LC6
The teachings of
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition on
human dignity and
the Universal Call to
Holiness

LC5
Catholic Social
Teaching with regard
to Human Dignity

LC6
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition and
the Preferential
Option for the Poor

LC1
The relevance of
Jesus’ life and
teachings for
liberation and
human flourishing in
a postmodern
culture

LC2
The
interdependency of
history, environment
and culture for
nurturing spirituality

LC7
The Christian
responsibility to
advocate for people
who are poor and
marginalised in the
local, national and
global context
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Catholic Social
Teaching:
Care of our
Common Home

LC5
Creation is a gift
from God to all
humanity

Human beings as
co-creators and
caretakers, have a
responsibility for
creation

LC6
There are agencies
in society that work
for the Common
Good

LC7
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition and
‘Care of the
Common Home’

LC2
Aboriginal and torres
Strait Islander
Spirituality, care of
the Common Home
and respect for
country

LC4
Pope Francis
advocates that world
leaders have a
particular moral
imperative to ‘Care
for the Common
Home’

The role of
Intentional Faith
Communities and
‘Care of the
Common Home’

LC4
‘Dreaming’ in
relation to Care of
the Common Home

Sacred Scripture,
Tradition and Care
of our Common
Home

Catholic Social
Teaching:
Subsidiarity &
Participation

LC7
Social and inclusive
activities help build
strong communities

LC3
A disciple of Jesus
strives to follow the
virtues

LC6
Responding to the
Universal Call to
Holiness

LC7
The contrast
between a job and
vocation

Catholic Social
Teaching:
The Common
Good

LC2
Putting the needs of
others before our
own is one way we
can show love of
neighbour

LC6
All people are called
to contribute to the
common good
(Catholic Social
Teaching)

LC3
People respond to
the 'call to holiness'
in everyday life

LC1
Women and men
who have thought
and behaved
counter-culturally
and challenged
authority for the
Common Good

LC3
Characteristics of
religious adherence
for the promotion of
Common Good and
human flourishing

LC7
Poverty and
marginalisation
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Catholic Social
Teaching:
Economic Justice

LC6
Economic Justice for
the Common Good

LC4
Theological, Political
and Economic
Advocacy for
Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
Recognition

Catholic Social
Teaching:
Solidarity

LC2
Words and actions
show the kind of
friend one is

LC7
Social and inclusive
activities help build
strong communities

LC1
We can be signs
and symbols of
God's grace in our
world

LC2
The Christian
response to
suffering: Prayer,
Liturgy and
Sacraments

LC3
Conflict and
Reconciliation in our
world today

LC7
Catholic Social
teaching on
Solidarity and
Subsidiarity

Catholic Social
Teaching:
Promotion of
Peace

LC4
Peacemakers build
relationships with
others

LC4
The teaching of the
Catholic Church on
interfaith relations

LC8
The correlation
between inner and
external peace

Receptive
Ecumenism

LC4
The teachings of
Jesus on religious,
ethical and cultural
diversity

LC6
Receptive
Ecumenism (the gift
of each other) for
Christian Unity

LC5
Proselytism,
Receptive
Ecumenism and
Interfaith Dialogue

Interfaith
Relations

LC4
The teaching of the
Catholic Church on
interfaith relations

Authentically
responding to the
challenges and
opportunities of
interfaith relations

LC3
God in history,
religions and
cultures

LC6
The principles of
dialogue and
encounter

The purpose and
methods of interfaith
relations

LC5
The attributes and
possibilities of
Interfaith Dialogue
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Sacred Scripture and Tradition - Ever Ancient, Ever New

Concept Preschool Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

Sacred Scripture
and Church
Tradition

Every learning cycle has recommended Scripture passages and references to the Church's rich living Tradition.

Understanding
the New
Testament

LC1
Jesus’ words and
actions are a model
for all authentic
friendships

LC3
Sacred Scripture
informs our
understanding of
community and
Church

LC3
Sacred Scripture is
the story of
belonging and
identity

LC4
Sacred Scripture
teaches God's
mercy and
forgiveness

LC5
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition
informs our
responsibility
towards our
common home

LC8
Sacred Scripture is
the Word of God
speaking to our
head, heart and
hands

Sacred Scripture
inspires a way of life

LC3
Sacred Scripture
has many heroes
who overcame
hardship and
adversity

LC5
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition helps
form our conscience
within the context of
an intentional faith
community

LC6
Sacred Scriptures
give us insight into
the Sacrament of
Penance and
Reconciliation

LC2
Sacred Scripture
witnesses to hope,
mercy and the
power of love in
dealing with pain
and suffering

LC3
Reading and praying
with the Sacred
Scriptures as a
means of deepening
an individual's
relationship with
God

The teachings of
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition on
hope and joy offer
guidance for
discernment and
decisions in life

LC6
The teachings of
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition on
human dignity and
the Universal Call to
Holiness

LC7
Sacred Scripture as
prayer

LC4
The Incarnation in
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition

LC5
Scriptural Teachings
and Tradition on the
Human Person

LC6
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition and
the Preferential
Option for the Poor
(impoverished)

LC7
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition and
Care of the Common
Home

LC4
Sacred Scripture
teaching on the
wonders of creation
and the importance
of stewardship

LC5
Trinitarian faith and
reading Sacred
Scripture on
sexuality

LC7
Holiness, Prophets
and Heroic Leaders
in Sacred Scripture

LC8
Holiness, Prophets
and Heroic Leaders
in Sacred Scripture

LC4
Sacred Scripture,
Tradition and Care
of our Common
Home

LC7
Sacred Scripture,
Liberation and
human flourishing
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LC8
Saint Paul, the
Gospel writers and
the formation of the
New Testament

Events and the
leaders of the early
Church

Understanding the
Hebrew Scriptures
(Old Testament)

LC3
The Covenantal
relationship

LC4
The Hebrew
Scriptures and the
Passover

LC7
We learn about
prayer from the
Hebrew Scriptures

LC8
The Hebrew
Scriptures and
examples of hope in
life’s journey

LC7
Sacred Scripture as
prayer

LC7
Sacred Scripture and
Tradition and Care of
the Common Home

LC8
War and Peace in
Sacred Scripture

LC7
Holiness, Prophets
and Heroic Leaders
in Sacred Scripture

LC8
Holiness, Prophets
and Heroic Leaders
in Sacred Scripture

LC5
Sacred Scripture and
the descendants of
Abraham

LC7
Sacred Scripture,
Liberation and
human flourishing

Mary and the
Saints

LC4
The Nativity is a
symbol of God’s love
for us

LC2
In following the
example of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph,
Christians are asked
to love others

LC6
Jesus taught people
how to live as a
disciple in everyday
life

LC1
We can be signs and
symbols of God's
grace in our world

LC3
Heroes can be found
in everyday life

A disciple of Jesus
strives to follow the
virtues

LC6
There are many
ways to receive and
respond to the gift of
God's mercy

LC1
The Gifts of the Holy
Spirit through the
Sacrament of
Confirmation and
God's Grace,
empower people

LC2
Examples of love
and mercy that bring
hope in our world

LC5
Influential Catholic
thinkers

LC7
Mary as a model of
prayer

LC3
Love of God is
relational and is
communicated
through head, heart
and Hands

LC4
‘Mary’s Song of
Praise’ - The
Magnificat

LC1
Women and men
who have thought
and behaved
counter-culturally
and challenged
authority for the
Common Good

LC7
Holiness, Prophets
and Heroic Leaders
in Sacred Scripture
Vocation and the
'Universal Call to
Holiness'

Mary’s response to
the God in her life

LC2
Grace and the
person of Mary

LC7
The Christian
responsibility to
advocate for people
who are poor and
marginalised in the
local, national and
global context
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LC8
Jesus was
accompanied on his
life journey

LC6
Responding to the
Universal Call to
Holiness

Faith and Reason LC1
Knowing who I am

LC2
The way Jesus
helps us to
understand
belonging and
identity

LC1
Jesus’ words and
actions are a model
for all authentic
friendships and for
human flourishing

LC4
We are all unique
and yet we are all
one family

LC1
Through Jesus’
miracles we learn of
His humanity and
divinity.

LC3
People experience
belonging in a
variety of ways

LC3
The significance of
belonging for human
flourishing.

LC 4
Our choices impact
our life and the lives
of others

LC5
Sacred Scripture
and Tradition
informs our
responsibility
towards our
common home

LC6
All people have the
right to be treated
with dignity and
respect

LC2
People find faith in a
variety of ways.

The relationship
between Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

LC3
People respond to
the ‘call to holiness’
in everyday life.

LC4
There are broken
communities in the
world where there is
suffering and
hardship.

LC5
Discerning and
informed conscience

LC6
Jesus’ teachings on
forgiveness and
mercy.

LC8
Jesus Christ as the
pathway to human
flourishing -
historical and
eschatological

LC1
Ways of knowing:
How do we know
things?

Conscience is the
mind of God in the
heart of humanity.

LC2
The role of Jesus’
Passion, Death and
Resurrection in
Salvation.

LC 4
The teachings of
Jesus on religious,
ethical and cultural
diversity.

LC 5
The relationship
between thinking
and truth

LC6
All humans are
made in the image
and likeness of God
(Imago Dei)

LC8
Ecumenical councils
and the role of the
Holy Spirit in the
development of
tradition

LC2
Subjective and
objective
understandings of
truth.

Church teaching on
sin, discernment and
informed
conscience.

LC3
Philosophical
arguments for the
existence of God

Deus Caritas Est:
God is Love

LC4
The Creed as a
statement of faith in
The Incarnation

LC7
The historical
relationship between
science and religion

LC8
Christian tradition
and the Just War
Theory

LC1
The significance of
Hermeneutics for
understanding
historical and
contemporary texts

The relevance of
Jesus' life and
teachings for
liberation and human
flourishing in a
postmodern culture

LC3
The free will
distinction between
faith, religion and
spirituality

LC4
Pope Francis
advocates that world
leaders have a
particular moral
imperative to ‘Care
for the Common
Home’

LC5
Human dignity and
sexuality

The Catholic
understanding of
Unmerited Grace
and human
flourishing

LC7
Discernment and an
informed conscience
as gifts of the Holy
Spirit

LC1
Foundational Ways
of Knowing

LC3
The significance of
truth in the context of
postmodernity

LC5
Critical analysis to
claims to Truth: faith,
religion, politics,
history and ideology

LC6
Christian apologetics

Theodicy - a Catholic
response to the
presence of suffering
in the world

LC7
The Church,
Salvation and
liberation
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LC8
The Lex Orandi
axiom
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Trinity - One God In Communion

Concept Preschool Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

God / Father LC4
The Nativity is a
symbol of God’s love
for us

LC3
The Church is the
people of God who
gather to give thanks
(Eucharistia) to God

LC4
The Incarnation:
God became human
in Jesus

God's continued
presence in the
world is revealed in
us and our
neighbour

LC5
Creation is a gift
from God to all
humanity

LC8
Sacred Scripture is
the Word of God
speaking to our
head, heart and
hands

LC1
God's grace,
through the Holy
Spirit, is present in
and through the
Sacraments

LC2
The variety of ways
that God is present
in the world

The relationship
between Father, Son
and Holy Spirit

LC6
All humans are
made in the image
and likeness of God
(Imago Dei)

LC3
God in history,
religions and
cultures

LC5
The Catholic
understanding of
Unmerited Grace
and human
flourishing

Trinitarian faith and
reading Sacred
Scripture on
sexuality

LC2
Discovering God's
Grace

Jesus / Son LC1
The Person of Jesus
and Jesus'
teachings on love

LC2
The way Jesus
helps us to
understand
belonging and
identity

LC1
Jesus can become a
friend through prayer

Jesus’ words and
actions are a model
for all authentic
friendships

LC2
In following the
example of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph,
Christians are asked
to love others

LC1
Through Jesus'
miracles we learn of
His humanity and
divinity

LC2
Jesus modelled
prayer

LC6
Jesus taught people
how to live as a
disciple in everyday
life

LC4
Jesus through the
Eucharist, is the
bread of life,
sustaining and
nourishing us

LC6
Jesus' teachings on
forgiveness and
mercy

Jesus taught us
many different ways
to pray including The
Our Father

LC8
Jesus Christ is both
God and Man
(Incarnational
Spirituality)

Jesus Christ as the
pathway to human

LC2
The role of Jesus’
Passion, Death and
Resurrection in
Salvation

LC4
The teachings of
Jesus on religious,
ethical and cultural
diversity

LC4
An Incarnational
Spirituality makes
Christ real in daily
life

LC3
An Incarnational
Spirituality as a
Catholic foundation
for religious
adherence

Jesus' critique of
religion

LC6
Jesus as
Eucharistia: source
and summit of
encounter

LC8
An Incarnational
Spirituality
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flourishing –
Historical and
Eschatological

Holy Spirit LC1
God's grace,
through the Holy
Spirit, is present in
and through the
Sacraments

LC2
The Holy Spirit can
guide and shape our
lives

The gifts and
insights of the Holy
Spirit guide our
decision making

LC1
The Gifts of the Holy
Spirit through the
Sacrament of
Confirmation and
God's Grace,
empower people

LC8
Ecumenical Councils
and the role of the
Holy Spirit in the
development of
Tradition

LC7
Science, prayer and
the gifts of the Holy
Spirit and the
wonders of creation

LC7
Discernment and an
informed conscience
as gifts of the Holy
Spirit

LC2
A Catholic
understanding of
Hope, Love and Joy
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