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Message from the Principal 
 
Greetings Parents, 
 

We have recently celebrated the feast of Pentecost Sunday. This special day is known as the birthday of 
the church because it marks the day that the Holy Spirit came to the apostles as promised by Jesus. On 
that day the gospel was heard by people from many lands and ethnic groups. Jesus’ message is for  
everyone. 
What I really like about the feast of Pentecost is the change that took place in the apostles. The scrip-
ture account tells us that the apostles, although afraid of being captured by the authorities, went out 
and preached the Good News - Jesus’ messages about God the Father, prayer, of love, forgiveness, 
compassion and how we should love each other. They were probably still afraid when they ventured 
out into the public arena again; they did it anyway.  
 

When we look at the world wide concern about racism, the apostles’ display of courage is an example 
for us. It is not enough to not be racist, we must be anti racist. That means we have to set an example, 
speak up against racism and support those who are subject to racism. 
Could I ask you please to speak with your children about what it means to be racist and anti racist. We 
need to work to ensure that racism is not part of Holy Family School. Discrimination, name calling and 
put downs are not acceptable. I appreciate your support in working with us to ensure that everyone 
one feels welcome, valued and safe at Holy Family. 
 

Half Year Reports 
 

Given that schools across the country were operating by remote learning for almost a term, the NSW 
Government has made some significant changes to the syllabus and reporting requirements for 2020. 
Our half yearly report will reflect these changes. This year the half yearly report will only cover Religious 
Education, English and Mathematics. There will also be a smaller section describing students’ learning 
attributes and a general comment. These reports are being prepared and will be distributed to parents 
at the end of term. 
 

Student led conferences will be held next term. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 

Best wishes, 

John Spradbrow 

 
 

 

As a community, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land, the Darug People, and pay respects to Elders past and present, for 
they hold the memories, the traditions, the cultures and hopes of Aboriginal Australia. 
 
We must always remember that under our Holy Family gardens, paths and playgrounds, this land is, was and always will be traditional  
Aboriginal land 
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 Congratulations to the Uamaki Family 
 

Kenzley Aaliyah Uamaki  
Born on Monday 1st June 2020 @ 1:16 am 

Sister to Kaydence in Yr 3 and  
Korbyn in Kindergarten 

 
Weight: 6.6 pounds 
Height: 48.5 cm 

 
 
 
 

. 

Medication at school 
 

If your child is required to take  
medication at school, whether it 
be a controlled drug or antibiotic, 
medical authorization forms are 
to be completed and returned to the office prior to the  
administration of any medication 
 
Parents are responsible for: 
 

• Obtaining the relevant medication forms from the school 
and arranging for their completion and return 

• If the medication is a prescribed controlled drug such as 
Ritalin, Dexametaphine etc., the parent/carer is required 
to provide a request and written instructions from the 
prescribing doctor  with the following information: 

 - Name of student 
 - Condition for which the medication is required 
 - Guidelines for administration 

• If medication is an antibiotic and is required to be  
        administered for a controlled period of time, a parent/    
        carer needs to  complete the medication  authorization    
        form with clear  instructions regarding the dosage and                
        time to be taken with the following information: 
 - Name of student 
 - Condition for which the medication is required 
 - Guidelines for administration 

• Providing the medication in the original labeled contain-
er to the office staff member 

• Ensuring the medication is not out of date and has an 
original pharmacy label with the student’s name, dosage 
and time to be taken 

 
If you have any questions, please contact the school office on  
8869 7200. 

Enrolments 2021 
 
Kindergarten enrolments are now 
open for 2021. 
 
Enrolment packs are available 
from the school office. Please  be 
mindful that your child’s  
enrolment is not complete until 
the enrolment forms are  
submitted to the school and a 
letter of offer is returned. 
Also, an original birth certificate 
is required for enrolment. We  
cannot enroll children without a 
birth certificate.  
Should you have any questions 
regarding the enrolment process, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the school office on 8869 7200.  

Parent Contact Details 
 
Please ensure that the school has your updated: 

• telephone numbers  

• emergency contact details. 

• address  
 
There have been a number of times where we have 
not been able to contact  
parents during an  
emergency. We ask this 
for the safety of your  
children.  
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Fact Sheet for Parents and Caregivers - Explanation of Absences 

 

CEDP promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of 
your child’s education.  
 

If your child is sick or absent you are required to notify their school on the first day of absence if at all  
possible.  All explanations to the school must be provided within 7 days from the first day of any period of 
absence.  
 

Absences can be explained using one of the following methods: 
 
 

1. Online: log the absence directly using Skoolbag App  
2. Email: the school at Emerton@parra.catholic.edu.au  
3. Telephone: the school office 8869 7200 Monika Cunningham or Denise Carroll 
4. Note or medical certificate sent with your child 
 
 

Where an explanation has not been received within the 7 day timeframe or the explanation has not been 
accepted, the school will record the absence as unexplained or unjustified on the student’s record. The 
school will not be able to accept explanations which are not received within the 7 day timeframe.  
 

Justified reasons for student absences may include: 
• being sick or having an infectious disease 

• having an unavoidable medical appointment 
• being required to attend a recognised religious holiday 

• exceptional or urgent family circumstances e.g. attending a funeral 
 

Why do I need to notify the school if my child is absent? 

Parents of children aged 6 to 17 years are legally required to ensure their children attend school every day 
or provide an explanation if they are absent. Notifying the school and providing an explanation for your 
child’s absence will fulfil this legal responsibility. 
 

The safety and wellbeing of students are the highest priorities for schools. Parents need to know if their 
child isn’t at school, and schools need to know when and why a child is absent. Notifying the school of 
your child’s absence helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of all children in school. 
 

What is your responsibility? 
 

 Ensure your child attends school every day 
 
 Notify the school immediately if your child is absent 
 
 Provide an explanation for any absences within 7 days 
 
 Make sure the school has your correct contact details so that you can receive attendance information 

about your child 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please be advised that 
there are street signs on 
Weber Crescent  
permitting you to drop 
your children in the  
designated area - please 
note the rules of the  
No Parking Sign.  

Recipe of the Week 
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Food for Thought About our Faith: 

 

The Holy Trinity 
 

Last Sunday marked the celebration of the Feast of the Holy Trinity. The ‘Trinity’ is a difficult con-
cept to explain to not only children, but also to adults!  

 

How can God be Three in One? 
 

Our faith calls us to see ‘God the Creator’, ‘Jesus the Son’ and the ‘Holy Spirit’ as one divine es-
sence. It is something many of my ‘non-catholic’ friends ask me about... ‘Isn’t your first com-
mandment to worship only one God?’... a comment I would always amend with quoting the ac-
tual commandment;  ‘I am the Lord thy God, thou shalt not 
have any strange gods before Me’. However, in thinking about 
the commandment, it can be a strange idea in seeing this trini-
tarian relationship as one divine God. 
 

In explaining this I try to go with what we know.... 
 

• We know that we were created in an image of love, by the 
creator, in which to live life to the full. 

• We know that from the beginning of time we have been gift-
ed with a divine force in which to bring about goodness and 
human flourishing - the Holy Spirit. 

• We know that the creator loved us so much that He gave His 
only Son - Jesus. It is through Jesus’ human and divine life 
that we come to know God. 

 

Therefore, we could say that the Trinity calls us to live a 
life to the full, with Christ as our ultimate role model in 
love and action, in order to bring about human  
flourishing. 
 

It is fitting that this feast day is the first feast after the Easter period. It is set in a time known as 
‘Ordinary Time’ in the Church’s calendar. The Feast of the Trinity calls us to live in a particular 
way. Oddly, if we do live in this ‘particular way’, then I’m sure God wouldn’t mind me saying that 
it really is a time that is less than ordinary.  
 
 
Kind regards, 
Mr. Ben Oxley 
Religious Coordinator 
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School Holidays  
Term 2 finishes on  

Friday 3 July 2020 
 

Term 3 begins on  
Monday 20 July 2020 TBC 
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