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Message from the Principal 
Greetings parents! 
Last week our church marked Refugee Sunday. This is an important day and week as we focus on the plight of people who 
need to leave their homes and journey into an uncertain future because of oppression in their homeland. You would be 
aware that we are blessed to have in our community families who have been refugees, families who had to flee their home-
land to ensure their safety and the safety of other members of their family. Our country is much richer because of the mix of 
people from all over the globe. Our country is much richer because the presence of refugees reminds us of how important 
our freedom is. I hope that all families feel accepted and have a strong sense of belonging in our community. 

A Prayer for Refugees  https://www.crs.org/resource-center/moment-grace-prayer-refugees  
  
Half Yearly Reports 
You will receive (probably Friday) Your child's half yearly report. As mentioned earlier this term this is a revised report. 
Schools from across the diocese are using a different report for this time of the year because of the changes that took place 
as a result of Remote Learning. 
  
You will notice that we are only reporting on Religious Education, English and Mathematics. There is also a small section on 
learning attributes. 
The scales for the subject areas are: 

·  Working Above 
·  Working at and 
·  Working Towards. 

The scales for the learning attributes are: 
·  Satisfactory and 
·  Needs Improvement 

You will also receive a comments page with your child's report. I am inviting you to let us know if you have any questions 
about the report or the reporting format. The end of the year report will cover all subject areas. 
There will be an opportunity next term for you to attend a student led conference. I will send you more details about this 
conference next term. 
   
Jump Start 
We are starting up the Jump Start programme again these holidays. The programme will be on Thursday the 16th of July and 
Friday the 17th of July. Notes have been sent home about this programme. Please let us know If you are interested in your 
child attending and didn't receive a note. 
  
Staff Development Day 
A note went out earlier this week about the staff development day on Monday July 20th. School will resume on Tuesday, July 
21st. Please let me know if you have any questions about the staff development day. 
  
Thank you for your support throughout this term. We have appreciated your cooperation with the revised drop off and after-
noon dismissal arrangements. 
 
Best wishes, 

John Spradbrow 

 
 

As a community, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land, the Darug People, and pay respects to Elders past and present, for 
they hold the memories, the traditions, the cultures and hopes of Aboriginal Australia. 
 
We must always remember that under our Holy Family gardens, paths and playgrounds, this land is, was and always will be traditional  
Aboriginal land 

https://www.crs.org/resource-center/moment-grace-prayer-refugees
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Student Awards 
 

Last week students from Holy Family received an award in week 8 for the  
responsible actions they have shown to  students and teachers around the 
school (I am safe, I am a learner, and I am the face of Jesus) We would like to 
congratulate the people that have worked hard for these awards. 
 

• (Kindergarten) Leonardo T. and Jonathan K. 

• ( Yr 1) Ocean R.  and Tahlia P. 

• (Yr 2 ) Malia I. and Eli D. 

• ( Yr 3) Michael A. 

• (Yr 4) Jamila M. and Ethan B 

• (Yr 5) Amira-Jordan M. and Zikryat B. 
 

Congratulations to all students from kindergarten to Year 5!  
 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Media team ( Lusia, Cynthia and Shianne)  
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Holy Family Band 
 

In Week 8, our Holy Family students have been recently going back to band 
with their own instruments due to Covid 19. Our grades from Year 4 all the way 
to Year 6 have been commendable with the music that was recently given to 
them by their Band teachers. The recent songs that the grades have been  
practicing are, We will Rock by Queen and Another One Bites the Dust and  
another one by Queen. They have been practicing this for the past few weeks. 
 
 

Media Team ( Lusia, Cynthia,Shianne) 
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Recipes of the Week 
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Page 9 United in Faith, Love and Learning 

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton 



Page 10 Term 2 Week 9 

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton 

Your Challenge this Week... 
 

When many Australians think about the term ‘refugee’, there is a sense that we are talking about ‘Boat 
People’. This is due to the media coverage given to the arrival of people on our shores from the cheapest 
and most undetected form of transport available. The images we reflect on, and often come to know, are 
those not necessarily on boats, but those held up in accommodation that ‘looks’ somewhat satisfactory to 
the ‘average’ Australian, like that on Christmas Island or Nauru.  

 
Christmas Island Detention Centre Nauru Detention Centre 

 

Sadly, our concept of a refugee is somewhat distorted from actual reality. Within our community we have 
those that have been refugees, fleeing from oppression, tyranny, violence, unspeakable abuses, hatred 
and have the most frightening, yet awe inspiring stories. 
 

Our Church calls us to a worldly view, transcending our shores in order to see each human being as 
unique, loved and globally responsible for every other person. What does that mean? Well, I suppose in 
my view it would call each one of us to care about someone we don’t know…. Such an odd statement 
when we are consumed in a society of wanting more, and where material things are sold to us in the 
dream of making us happy. There is a reason why the IPhone and Ipad start with ‘I’. I often wonder if the 
sales would be the same if they were called the UsPad or the WePhone, but I suspect ‘it doesn’t have the 
same ring’. In any case materialism and consumerism don’t bring long-term joy and happiness, they actu-
ally perpetuate a feeling of needing more.  
 

So in light of National Refugee Week I would like to put to you a small challenge, a challenge that was put 
to me last Sunday….   

I challenge you to learn the story of one refugee person or family.  
 

If you do, and you feel comfortable enough, could you please share this with 
me or possibly even someone else via a chat? Feel free to stop me at the gate 
or whenever you see me. 
I’ll leave you with the Gospel Acclamation from last Sunday: “The Spirit of Truth 
will bear witness to me, says the Lord, and you also will be my witnesses.” 

 
Kind Regards, 
Mr Ben Oxley 
Religious Coordinator                                                 
          Artwork by Ugur Gallen 2018 
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Source: https://www.crs.org/resource-center/moment-grace-prayer-refugees  

https://www.crs.org/resource-center/moment-grace-prayer-refugees
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School Holidays  
Term 2 finishes on  

Friday 3 July 2020 
 

Term 3 begins on  
Tuesday 21 July 2020  
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